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ITovember 3rd, 1953* 




I'r.J. "cigar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Itureau of Ir.forssation, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 



Recently here in Ft *:prth there has been a chapter of the 
Council of Churches of Christ in America organised and I 
hav e b ui ^i ^Rvi^rt^tTrl5§gone one of the vice presidents oj 
the organization. 



of 



i believe there have been some charges made against this 
organization that it has been identified with Communists 
or fellow travelers in the past. 



Without involving a great amount of work on your part 
would it be possible for you to give me some information 
or advice as to the present status of that organization 
and its present official personnel. I am referring to 
the National organization. 

I feel that there is a great work for this organization to 
do but before aligning myself with it in an official , 
capacity I want to be as sure as possible that it has* 
purged itself of all criticism 6r cause for criticism. 

■Jill appreciate any information you can give me in this 
matter. 
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Dear ^^ 

■ Tour 2#iter o/ JoDff»fc#r 3, 2953, *«• 
be«a received* "' : '-, . .':"■ ' - " ■ v ./"'"" * : ; 

Wfli2e J vou2d 2«*e to oe o/ service, 'I 
wish to advise that *n/oraatfon tn TBI filet <•:■-- 
eon/fdentia2 and oool2ob2e /or off idol use only. . 
J vouid 2ik« to point out a2eo that toe JfZ i* 
etrict2y a fact-finding agency and doee not a>o» 
conclusions or sake evaluations a$ to toe eaaraoter 
and integrity of any organisation or individual* 

I know you will understand the reason [ 
for these rules and will not infer either that 
we do or that we do not have the information you 
requested* \ . ■'■ -g- ■ :.. . .<<■„>■., ";:> : .- 

^ comM 4 fbi I Sincerely yours. 
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81953 

MAILED i§ 



John Edgar Hoevtr 
Dlrtetor ^ 




NOTE: Btifiles reflect: certain derogatory information ^, 
concfrningQ*ederal Counci l of Churches , later incorporated 
into Hlational Co uncil of Churche s of; Christ in Ame rica; &fl^ 

however , much of tf\is adth'co^me ^roWyiiiaJ^jpiurc^ ^ 

An investigation confined to led hVacts] with if^drmants of 
the New Tork Office in 1950 s reflected jKa%^*data ioas 
developed indicating' any Communist or subversive activities 
on the part of any persons affiliated with this organization. 
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Attention: Statistical Section 
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SUBJECT: RESEARCH MATTER 

CHURCH MUCBERSHIF STATISTICS 

Rebulet 10/22/53 requesting latest information relative to the 
1 answer of church members in the US. ^ 

DOHALD C* BOLLES, Executive Director, Public Relations Department, 
Rational Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, made available the following 
|^ publications which disclose detailed information concerning church membership: 

aEVTS—news release for August 24, 1953— Statistical Higilights 
froa 'She 1953 Yearbook of American Churches* * 

NEWS—newB release for August 24, 1953~Hew Church Statistics: 
A preview of 1953 Yearbook of American Churches* 



^&>£-j of the Bureau 




Rational Council of Churches—What is it? that does it do? 



She above publications are being enclosed herewith for the information 
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National Council of the Churches of Christ 
In the United States of America 

397 Ftortfc hrtnmt, Nwr ?«fc 10, N/T. 
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the NATIONAL 
COUNCIL of 
CHURCHES 

what is it? 
what does it do? 
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Tolson. 
Mr. Ladd 
Mr\ Nitf 

Mr. iiaj^r^t 

Mr. Clrss 




11 Koveraber 1955 



i:r. J* 3d~ar Hooker, Director 

"federal L-ureau of Investigation 
~ ashin-ton, D.C. 

o 



Mr. G'avin 

Mr. H^rbo 

Mr. P.^? /s n 

T!^. Tra~y 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Trotter 

Mr. Wintwrwd 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Holloxnan— . 
Miss Gandy — 



Dear Ir. Hoover: 



/iv7. I (LowiiLtt Chi'* "^ 




It has Ion" Veen my impression that tou 
share the sane opinion that I do. That* is, that the churches 
in our country -ave a trer.endousl^ .Tood influence upon the 
r.oral social heharior of its citizens . 

I have "been attenptinjr to square off, what 
has heen called a religious resurgence in America, as indi- 
cated cr an increase in church rcemher ship, with ^vhat I have 
been told is coincidental with an alarmin-- increase in the 
divorce, suicide, ar/ crine rates. I have no fimres for 
either the reli'rious resurgence or the asocial rates. 

"'hat conclusions can vre reach fron the 
aVove social behavior? Should \re re-evaluate our opindnH 
concorninv the influence of church nerohership on social 
tehavior? Just vrhat, if anything does all this rrreat jot 
in tre church r.er:.hership increase reallr mean? Is it sone- 
t in*r a v out \rhich there is food cause to rejoice ?• 
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Dear 



I very much appreciate the interest which 
prompted your writing me on Movember 11, 1953. and 
I am taking the liberty of enolostng eome material 
whtoh eete forth my view* regarding your inquiries. 
I do hope this data will be helpful. 

Tou might be into retted in knowing that 
the A ee oo ia ted Proeo on Auguet 84, 1953, reported 
that the Motional Council of Churohee eetimated 
the total ohuroh member ehtp etood at 92,877.129 at 
**••»' of 1959. At thie ttue the Council announoed 
that the ohuroh member ehip for 1958 represented a 
4.1 per oent increase over the previous year* 
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Director £> 






Director '/ Staiei&rti: 3-86-51 

Crime 'Pn 

Sunday So'hooft^Zetfho Tomorrow 

Crime pehaAlengde the Churohee 

Crime A the SundaYffnschool 

UCR Annual 1952 

VCR Semiannual 1953 
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Dear Sir, 

Would you please send me any and all 
information you possibly can on the "National Counc il 

of Ch urches". 

Is there such a book asJKH ow Red Is the Federal 



Counc 



il"? - If so could I please get about a doaen of 



then? 



I would appreciate any thing that you have. 
Thank you very much. 

Sincerely, 
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has been 



Tour latter 
received. 



dated November 24, 1953, 



Although I would like to be of service, 
information in FBI filee is confidential and available 
for official use only. I would like to point out also 
that this Bureau ie etrictly a fact-finding agency and 
doee not make evaluations or draw conclusions ••*•;"• 
charocter or integrity of any organisation or individual, 

I know you will understand the reason for ■ 
these rules and will not infer either that ve do or that 
we do not have the information you desire, 

- - . >_ :,. >..--. •-. • -■ • v .• ■ - .-- -'■■- ..■:"—•■ :■•■■■■ •"• ■'*■ •■ 

In response to your request, I regret to advise, 
furthermore, that me do not have information available for 
distribution relative to the publication you mentioned. 
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Sincerely yours. 
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oover 
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~CC "Denver, with copy of i.™ T — -*- «.—■•-««« 

ATTENTION SAC* The^feau has received numerous 

frtqu tries concerning f hngrifirrr* """""'J J f . ^'T.!j" .Ji 
as well as the pamphlet elititlea^owRe^sSheJede ral 
Council of Churches?*^ issued by^hrJ^rTcan Council of 
Srt!Sarayir»7T«»4*»^# Wisconsin. An investigation , 
confined to "contacts with Unfprgants was conducted by th • 
New Fork Office in l$50j howevt/r^jto data W developed ■ 
indicating any Communist lor subversive activities on the pa rt 
of this organisation, foe txitynJe* attempts to show that the 
Federal Colncil is VSmmunistic and includes *<£""»**' th * 
ES,— Director which is accurate, although incomplete, and is *«*«» 
^ZZ from his statement before the Un-American Activities Committee. 
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Ifr. J Edgar Boover 
Washington D* C. 



^r,~. 



Dear Sir: 

' .* • - * . . ■ ■ ■ 

If you are interested in learning about 
some Communists in Churches write Radio 
Station for a tape recording of Mr^ F* A. 
elchmers sermon at WCUW Cantors OhioJ^ 




o 



He name several in his serman in the 
Federal Council of Churches. You can get 
at tape recording there. 

Tours truly 
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December k$ 1953 



Hear 



Tour letter postmarked Movember JO, 
1953, has been received and the motives which 
prompted your communication are indeed appreciated. 

In the event you obtain additional data 
which you believe to be of interest to this Bureau, 
you may desire to communicate directly with the 
Special Agent in Charge of our Cleveland Office 
located at 900 Standard Building, Cleveland 13, 
Ohio. 

Sincerely yours. 
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Jfr. J. Itfgar Hoover 
Washington, D* £• 



Dear Sir - 



o 



Would you please send ue the information 



on "The Natio nal Council of Churches". 

Very truly yours 
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Deor 



four letter dated November 23, 1953, hae • 
been received. -> ./"; v , \ 

Although I with it were poesible to be of 
assistance, information in FBI file* ie confidential 
and available for official uee only* J would Tike 
to point out aleo that thie Bureau ie strictly a fact- 
finding agency and does not make evaluations or 
draw conclusions as to the character or integrity $f 
any organisation or individual* 

I know you will understand the reason for 
these rules and will not infer either that we do or 
that we do not have the information you desire. 

Sincerely yours, 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

- Denver, with copy of in&Orng* 

ATTENTION SAC: The Bureau has received 
tnquiriee relative to th+J Pederal Council of 
An inveetigation confined^to contacts witn % 
wae conducted by the New York Office in <*$#$ however; 
no data was developed indicating dny communist of 
subversive activitiee on the part 
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Un-American Activities Division, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

(j) I have heard several times of late that 

the National Counci l of Churnhes T or at least the 
head men in this organization, are pro-communist 
and that the organization is a front for communism. 

To satisfy my own mind I thought I would 
write to inquire if this organization had been in- 
vestigated and if thef?*was any "stigma" put on the 
National Council of Churches. 

I am a member of the local Methodist Church 
of the Colorado Conference which I understand is 
affiliated with the National Council of Churches and 
several of we members were wondering just how much 
truth there is in the rumors. 

If you have any literature or information 
available I would appreciate receiving same. 

Thanking you for your courtesy in the abov^' 

matter, I am, / /* 

truly yours, 
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J have received your letter of Movember 30 # 
1953* and appreciate the interest which prompted you ; ;\ . 

to write ae» o .*- ; ^;'"-.'v 

rith reference to your inquiry, J tAo uyfct 
you miyfct like to know that information in FBI file* 
to confidential and available for official uee only. ; 
In addition, the FBI to etrictly a fact-finding agency : _ 
and do OB not draw conclusions or make evaluations to A: 
concerning the character or tntegrtty of any organisation 
or individual. J know that you will understand the v- 
reason for these rules and will not infer either that ^ — 
we do or that we do not have the information you requested. 

Sincerely yours, 






John Edgar Bo over s ^ 
Director £ « •»..- 
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%Km* Camay 
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JK)T£j BufHes reflect certain derogatory Tnj%rmt&ton 
ooncerning^rederdl Council of Churche s, latierZtn&orporated 
intc 7 theWa ltttaTTbunc ll of Vhurghe Y^f Chj^t gn America^ 

JTucn o/ t»t«ntf?t« hpa-vome fro*irtv»e*urch ^ v 
oroupe end investigation confined- Wtontobts&im ~ £ 

informants of the Wew 19?* Aff.lpe in 1950 uncovered no ^ 
information indicating ahff Cdm^unistcr^uhperstve activities 
on Vie part of any persons affiliated with this organisation. 
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J. Edgar Hoover 

Bureau of Un American Activities 

Commission 

Washington 2>« Cm 
Dear s *r* - 

Please send me all the information you have on 

Communism in Churches. Especially the National Council 

of Churches. 

Tours 
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January 11, 1954 
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Jour 2etter dated January 4 $ 2954, fca* 
teen receded. 

Although I mould Itke to be of service, 
the FBI doe* not have any material available for 
die trt button on the specific toptce you mentioned. 

Jn thte connection, I mould ltke to point 
out that information in FBI files ie confidential 
and available for official use only. lou might 
further be interested in knowing that thte Bureau 
ie etrtctly a fact-finding agency and doee not make t 
evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organisation or individual* 

' I know you will understand the reasons 
for these rules and will not infer either that we 
do or that we do not have the information you desire. 

, Sincerely yours, 
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Director 
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pted that several inquiries from individuals 
recently have been answered in Crime 
ativeiMfuhvireive* tendencies of those 
with the National* Council of Churches. , . . 

An investigation g6nftried x toyddMt'acts with informants was 
conducted by the Hew 7o.rlt Off&£' : re this organisation in 1940$ 
however, no data was develop^fy indicting any Communist or 
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Jan. 11, 1954 






Mr. E. Hoover 

director of F.B.I. 

Dear Sir* 

My last correspondence with you 
was in question of Red touch in the National 
Council of Christian Churches while I was attending 
Multnomah School of the Bible at Portland, Oregon. 

J tonight hear a Mr. Cunningham of this 
city speak on Zionist Communis ism in U. S±A. 
I an thinking of joining his approved - Hollywood 
freedom - group. How does your bureau feel 
towards he 4 mentioned organisation? Js 
what he say true? Is situation in world 
affairs threatened by "Zionist - Bed" groupp Js 
U.N. Red - »child»p 

I of course intend to approach this 
with all prudence. Appreciate immensley, hearing 
from you immediately. 

Be spe ct fully /s/l 
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Dear 



Tour letter o/ January 11, 1954, haw been 
received, and J appreciate the concern Thick prompted 
your writing we* 

While I would like to be of service, I must 
advise that data in FBI files is confidential and 
available for official use only* I would also like 
to point out that the FBI ts strictly a fact-finding 
agency and does not draw conclusions or make evoluo- 
tions as to the character or integrity of any organi- 
sation or individual* 

I know you will understand the reasons for 
these rules and will not infer either that we do or 
that we do not have the information you requested* 



'ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

^mfp BY - 

'JAN 18 1954 




Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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tOTEt Bufiles reflect that by postal card datefelt&7/51, 

Coh'JA-m c orrespondent requested information c once rnthgxipe Federal 
— - ri ""Council of Churches of Christ and the National Council of tfte 
Churches of Christ* Bulet of 10/l9/51iacknowled<ged his &***** 
and furnished him reprints on the subject a/* <7o»mttn*s». By 
letter dated 10/25/51, correspondent indicated<h$ was a studen 
of a Bible school in Portland, Oregon, and .apt forth his com- 
ments regarding the Federal Council of Christian Churches* 




' f^' (Note continued on second page). 
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,' -j l^.MifHM «f a *»aod«rniatic Cow»u»ia*lc nature" 
information concerning the cnurcft. **« *w»r ■"• 

in an «//ort to discouraye /uture correspondence /roi hin. 
(100-50869). -"j-V- 
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February 2, 1954 







Mr. J. Sdgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
•Jeehington, D,C, 

Dear Mr, Hoover: 

I have ^uet received a pamphlet from the 
imeriean Council of Churches, 15 Park low, lev 
York 7, K.Y. Which etatee that your bureau it 
contemplating an investigation of the subversive 
activities of the national Council of Churches 
of Christ. 

It further states that you have "quite a file 
or the subvereive activities of prominent leaders 
of the Federal (Rational) Council." 

I realize that there may he reasons why you 
could not answer my question, hut if you can, I 
would like to know if these statements are true. 

la a minister of a member denomination of 
the National Council, such published statements 
. disturb me, for I dotibt their truth. Therefore, 
I would like your verification. 
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received. 



Tour letter of February 2 9 1954 has been 



While Z would like to be of service in 
connection with your inquiries, J muet adviee that 
data in FBI files ie confidential and available for 
official uae only. J would aleo like to point out 
that the FBI ie etrictly a fact-finding agency and 
doee not draw conclusions or make evaluations ae to 
the character and integrity of any organisation, 
publication, or individual. 

J know you wtll understand the reasons 
for these rules and will not infer from my inability 
to be of aeststance either that we do ar that we do 
not have the information you requested. 

Sincerely yours, 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 2$, D. C. 

My deer Mr. hoover : 



</ 



/ 



:) 



I am ^leased to have your letter of March 22 and your statement 
regarding the estent to'whlch agents of the FBI are now Roman 
Catholics. 

I would be nleased if Dr. Barnes, my associate, end x might 
have en opportunity to talk'with you regarding this and bther 
matters of common interest. I em going to be in Washington 
on Thursday, Arril 8, in connection with two other annoint- 
ments. If we could see you on the afternoon of the 7th we 
would be nleased to come down in advance of these a nnointrnents 
in order to talk with you. 

Following our conversations I hone th£t x can send a renort to 
the staff according to your suggestion. 
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Sincerely yours, 
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/a/ Roy G # Ross 
Roy G. Ross 
General Secretary 
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Dr. Roy O. Hot* 



March U, t$»4 



■>3r fc . j- . ;■ 



^General StcrcUij ^..'/^p 

; National Council of the Churches of Christ > * 

in the United States of America 

297 Fourth Avenue 

Now York I0 t Mew York 

Dear J>r. Rossi 
*'L v ~ ■■' *--■" - '* -' ?*' '--.:• '- ;-'- : ' • v . V ■ 

The March leeue of Eternity Magasine carrioe an .„. 
article entitled •Tho Mature of Our Danger" by D*. Donald O. 
Barnhouse* Editor of tkle publication. In this article Dr. Barnhouse ' . 
aeeerte M Tho firet ie the staggering figure obtained from a highly 
placed person In the Department of Justice that seventy- seven per cent 
of all Agents of the FBI are now Roman Catholics." Since this state* v 
ment is absolutely untrue, and since Dr. Barnhouse has been repeating 
this statement in public addresses # we hare endeavored to communicate 
to Dr. Barnhouse the true facts. A copy of my letter to Dr m Barnhouse 
is attached. - ^ -: •>:;.. 

I am communicating with you. however, since Dr. 
Barnhouse stated that prior to using these figures* he had discussed 
these figures with officials high In the National Council of Cheches, 
along with other religious leaders, and that all had agresd he should 
make this disclosure. S hope it will be possible for you to call to the 
attention of the responsible officials of the National Council of Churches 
the fact that there le no possible basis for the erroneous rep$eseq$at&n 
which Dt» Barnhouse has made. ^ 
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cc: SAC, New York (wigy 
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Office Memorandum. 

TO • Mr. ITictitpfSy 
f\>t ^om t M. Aj/fyfys 2/ 
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•UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



i>atb: April 6, 1954 W**— 
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SUBJECT; 



O 



TELEGRAM RECEIVED FROM 
Reverend Roy G. Boss 
General Secretary 



A' 



'Jftxtionol Council of the Chur cheapo f_Chr tat 
~~ in ihe tf. 5. i. -— — ■ 




6. L R J 



if /■, 

The Bureau haa received a telegram from Reverend Roy jB*fatoss, 

I General Secretary, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U. S. A., 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, New Tork,..date4 April 2, 1954, 
in which he states that he appreciates the Director's wire but prefers 
to wait for an appointment with the Director personally. 

It will be recalled that 'Eternity Magazine" recently carried 
an article stating that seventy-seven per cent of the agents of the 
FBI are Roman Catholic* A letter wae sent to Dr. Donald G. Barnhouse 
pointing out the falsity of such a statement* in subsequent communica- 
tions with the Bureau, Dr. Barnhouse stated he had discussed these 
Ttfigures with high officials of the National Council of the Churches of 
nchrist in the U. S. A., and other individuals prominent in the reliai- 
llous field. Re stated that these peraona felt these statistics should 
be printed. 



The Director on March 22, 1954, wrote to Reverend Ross, 
making reference to Dr. Barnhouse 's comment a, and pointed out that 
statistics -are. compiled concerning the religious beliefs of our 
employees. " 
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i**ntn„ X»»*rend Boei wrote the Director on March 30, 1954, acknow- 
ledging the Bureau's letter of March 22 and stated that he would be in 

a?^rn?on n «? n / P -5 2 / °S d e > 1954 > <-- »ould call at the Bureau on t hi v 
afternoon of April ? and would like to talk with the Dtrector A till 

that Ae t>« re/errea to tlr. Htcholt for 
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WUX NEW YORK NY APR 2 423PME 
EDGAR HOOVER DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



:/ appreciate your courteous wire. for special reason 
prefer to wait for appointment with you personally 

% ¥•:;•'•; roy g ross ■ ■:'.•' : <- 

'Mx $$$$■. CA1P 
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"ay* B*v*r$nd Boy B. Mom* 
Oonoral 8oorotarjf 
(^MatfojialJlounetl of-£h*?Chu?che8_: 
of Chri$t in thi U.S.A. 
897 Fourth Avonuo 
Mow Tork 10, Mow Tork . 

'? __ Dtar Mr, Mooos ■;: 

four U lo gram of April *, i?S4# *•"• 
&#«n r*eefv#tf« 
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r**I# J would like very much to talk 
with you, my schedule te eo uncertain that it it 
not possible for me to make a definite appoint* 
ment to eee you* The next time you are tn 
Washington, however, please etop by my office. V 
Should J be unavailable, Mr. L. B. Wichole at 
ene of my other assistants will be happy to confer 
with you. 

Sincerely yours, 

- £T» Edgar Hooves F 8 




co - Mr. Michole, with copy of 
60 ~ Mr. Eolloman, *tth\ ciQ>$ffyft 




-4 3D 



r 



N) 



'"■' ? PFbJ 



SLTt*b*& 



Trmcy 



HottoMa ^ T > 

gTB APR 261954 



\ In 



COMM - FBI 

APR 7 1954 

MAILED 31 




3LASSJR0,. „ 



Wfr" ' 



J 







Ct.^L A-^//^-* 









CM 





VJLe. 





Si^z **4& d 





■7^ 



f&/ "£*<,. <!^j*s£r * ^ ^^ 



_-^^ ^ t^-— -— —^ -^v.^- ir ^_ .. ^ 









7-«-Qt^ 



% 4*^<2^y 



>ouxze' 










u 




*o 



»~~~« 




tf** 8 



•rrt'H- 



«s 



ttf^C 




1 
1 


April 96, IftM 


•< '■. i- - 





'?3&%*& 






¥ 



u A 




Toim. 



tttcbeU: 

Belmont- 

cu w _. 

Gttvto— 
Harbo- 



Pear ^ a ^ am _ 

Tour letter of ApHlSO, 1954^ hae been 
received, and I appreciate the tntereet which 
prompted you to write* 

While I would like to be of ••™\* 9 A lm 
a +„ <» tkt Ales ie confidential and available 

if any organisation or individual. 

I know you will underetand the reasone 
for theee rulee and will not *»/JT Z™? my^ 
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COMM-FBI 



Sincerely youre 9 



John Edgar Soever 
Director, 
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!?• J. Hoover 
Agent, F» B* !• 
Washington, D« C» 



cv 




Dear Sir: 

I am writing you in regard to the 'United Council of Churches' • 

It has be*n told in my oomnunity that the United Council of 
Churches is associated with oommunism. Do you have any 
information which will verify this? Or disprove It? 
If so, I will -appreciate any information that you have on 

this matter. 




»*».*. -%^jth*^%^-Zr , T- J '';'iA *-i*-i£^i*"- 
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Dear 



received* 



Tour letter ef April 29, 1954, hoe been 





JfhtU I mould like to be of eeroiee, J 

mieh to adviee that information in fbl filee ie 
confidential and available for official uee only. 
vJ mould like to point out eleo that the FBI ie 
strictly a fact-finding agency and doee net dram 
conclueione or make evaluation* ae to the character 
and integrity of amy organisation or individual. 

I knom you mill under etand the reaeon 
for theee rulee and mill not infer either that me 
do or that me do not have the information you 
requeetedm 





h^s s 



4$d 



*#•#. 



Sincerely youre. 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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«. BOTEi*- Co-respondent destred information regarding the 
"United Council of fihurches." Bu filee reflect certain 
derogatory information concernincS Federal Council of 
Churche s f later incorporated inUpN ational Council o f 
5to«A$* J>/;£^ much of thie 

data came from rival church groups. An tnveetigation 
confined to contacte mith informants of the Mem Tork 
Off toe tn 1950, reflected that no data mae developed 
indicating any Communist or eubveretve acttvitiee on 

^^J'Mi^^iS*^^**^^^ this organisation. 

(ioo»^6Mt^^^M^&mm^^m^K^ 





"U" 



!■ i 'iiahJ m'tM 



9 ~* 

4 ' 



& 



m 




M 



X? 






April 16, 1954 




Kr. s, Sdgsr Hoover 

?edersl Bureeu of Investigation 

flash ingt on, D. C. 

Desr Mr. Hoover: 







4 



tion from your office with regards 
hurchsa 



s o* Cfrrig JL in JippY_iftfl . This 
1 UJsurche s^ ^Christ in America 
"the x^tionrx Council 



I am writing *or 
to ther FjLt.lancl 

**ts formerly ^t^'e 

T7e of t^e lisciples o* Christ pre members of 

and I hrd been encouraging my people of my loc^l congregation 

to support this Council by financial contribution. 

From time to time I Uve heard various accusations by cert? in 
fui.damenUx groups t^at thfe^rtj^Pji^CQ-.inell of flmrphqs of Chr 
is CoiiiCiunistic in its intent and purposes end some hrve even gon< 
so far as to name names of individuals who have been proven to 
be Communists. 

I am a loyal American and a minister of the Gospel and I do not 
want to mislead ny people in any way» Therefore, I would appre- 
ciate it a gre^t deal if you would enligiten me as to the status 
of this Interdenominational organization. 
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WDEXED-2S 



*ECQRDH>-» d«oi _ 

our lertier o/ April 16, 1954, has been 
*->; wut AWM r#celt>ed # and J sincerely appreciate the <ot«r*t* 
*'*£ which prompted you to write* 

J» view o/ t»e c on/id #nt<ol nature of 
data tn TBI files, it is net possible for me *• 
furnieh you with the epecifio information you 
desire* I would like to point out aleo that the 
FBI te etrietly a fact-finding agency and doee 
not draw conclusions or make evaluatione ae te 
the character and integrity of any organisation or 
individual* 

Please do not infer from my inability 
te be ef assistance either that we do er that we do 
not have any data concerning the organisation you ~ 
mentioned m 
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Sincerely your* 



- ft 



John Sdgar Be ever 
Director 



tf^'t 
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NOTEj Bufiles reflect cer 

the : ^Federa^jCouncil_jof : Churc m _ 

National Council of Churches qf Christ in 



fif this data came from rival 6Hkr 6b #*±U)is. 



information regarding 
^iMorporated into the 
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America; however, much 
__ ., --,---- ,* --*—'• An investigation 
confined to contacts with infomefotje of the New York Office in 
1950 reflected thpt no data was developed indicating 
muni stic or subversive activities on the part of any 
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April 23, 1954 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoorer 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D # C. 

Dear Mr* Hoover: 



ft 



Die congregation of which I am pastor is affiliated with and 
gives financial support to the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the U« S. A. and the World Council of Churches* 

I would appreciate knowing if the ^Natio na l Coun cil iT6¥m*rZf— *" 
called th^ Feder alJCoimcil.pf^fc^Si^w o f Christ in America) 
or the World Council of Churches have ever ~been on your lislTbT^ 
subversive (Communist) organisations? 

The question of the national loyalty of the National and World 
council has been raised here, and I would appreciate knowing 
if those two organisations have a clean bill of health from 
your office . 
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J sincerely appreciate the interest mhteh 
prompted your letter of April 23, 1954m 

While I would like to be of service, I 
must ad viae that data in FBI file* are confidential 
and available for official use only. I mould like 
to point out aleo that the FBI te etrictly a fact- 
finding agency and does not dram cone lust one er 
make evaluation* regarding the character and integ- 
rity of any organisation or individual* 

I know you mtll understand the reaeone 
for these rules and mill not infer from my inability 
to be of assistance either that me do or that me do 
not have any information concerning the organisations 
you mentioned* ^ 







APR 29 19W 

MAILED 19 



Sincerely yours, 



John Bigar Soever 
Director ■ -t^ 




NOTE: Bufiles reflect certain derogatory information 
concerning cthp &e$$n(il Council of Churches , later incor- 
porated into National Council of Churches of Christ in 
America'; ?hOW&bOr}PwXkth of this data came from rival church 
groups. An ]in^e%tigation confined to contacts with informants 
of the Vfi^sf^rkdAfM^f] in 1950, reflected that no data was 
developed indicating an$ Communist or subversive activities 

on the part of any persons affiliated with this organization. 
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Mr. Tolson — ^ 
Mr. Boardma/i- 
Mr. Kidjol^SB 
Mr. Belmont — 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. "Winterrov 

ele. Room — 

r. Holloman. 

diss Gandy — 



Mr. J. Ed£:ar Hoover 

Chief, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

'..ashirigton, D . C . 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 
as liuderato] 




neu-p 
our denomination. 



e General Asse/;ibxy of une I 

Ml aia v;ritin G you for inforaaaon 

B up some confusion that exist in 



rr — r,r f. e Boards^of our Denomination are me/ioers 
Tnree of tne BOiros^i j" ? pouncil of Churches of 
of Divisions of ^ e ^i^-^ that oppose 

fefyouVsaytn" "nere^ere cc-nl-t a„on e the 
\\ leaders of the council. 

In order that I nuy ^^^^l^^^^^, 
matter and ^ turn y;Ill be able .o.dvxe^ ^ ^.^^ 

correctly ~aa to tne f ^fi£-J °;/ x T;ould appreciate 

in the Council or me ^ bwis ^ he ^ e °f' t t e r. I believe a 

- lPt^r frcn you concerning one u^uei . x u nfusi 

a letter xiu-.- ,/wia dear up some of one comusi 

I ii^KT^C^l?^ ^ WW » in our «atur 

I relations with the council . 

' Th,rl:ing you in advance for this Infoma-ioa. I r«ota. 




,V 






Very truly 
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Tour Utter dated May 6, 2954, has been 

received. 

While I would like to be of service, I must 
point out that information in the files of the TBI is 
strictly confidential and available for off total uss 
only. In addition, thie Bureau it an tnvesttgative 
agency, and re do not, therefore, draw conclusions or 
make evaluations concerning the character or reputation 
of any organisation or individual. In accordance with 
this poltcy, you will readily see that the statement 
which you say has been attributed to mo can have no 
basts in fact m 

Please do not assume from this either that 
that we do not have the data you desire. 



Sincerely yours. 



John Edgar 'Hoover 
'Director 
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Dear ^^^^ 

four letUr dated May 2B $ 2954, with 
enclosure, has been received* 

Although I would like to be of service, 
information in FBI filee ie confidential and 
available for official uee only* J would aleo like 
to point out that this Bureau id etrictly a /act* 
finding agency and we do not make evaluations or 
draw conclusions as to the character or integrity 
of any individual, organiMation or publication* 

I know that you will understand the ne* 
essity for these restrictions and will not infer 
ither that we do or that we do not have the infor~ 
nation you desire* 



| MAILED 6 

JUN7-1954 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Harbo 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Tracy 

Mohr 



Winterrowd_J 

Tele. RoomJ / 

^tiolloman 



WOTS: Bufile 100-50869 reflects certatn derogatory 
information concerning the Federal Council>*f Churches, 
later incorporated into the^Va tiona 1 council, of Churches 
of C hrist in__Anerica; however, mucKof^thitfidata coae 
fron rival church groups* An investigation conftned to 
contacts with New fork Office <i^^>aont«*,<% r 2950 
reflected no indication of subversive activiiies on the 
'yfi&Lpart of any individuals affiliated with this organisation* 
^^Correspondent enclosed a stamped, self addressed envelope 
which is being utilised in reply* 
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The question I ask is not to inform me; I am only too 
well aware of the danger to our country that is posed by THtv JUTIGiwL 
COUNCIL OJB 1 ChUhCiifciS. 1-iam only too well aware of the threat 
to our Constitution under these evil conspirators. hy people 
have made so much trouble for me because 1 oppose it, that I 
1 am obliged to try to convince them or have my life made miserable 
by their stubborn opposition, Ihey think, because it is in the 
hethodist Church, that it is a Christian Organization. 
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Tour letter dated October 21, 1954, with 
enclosure, has been received*. 

Although I would like to be of service, 
information in «I files is confidential and avail- 
able for official use only. I would like to point 

out a!" **«* * hi * Bureau U ** rictl » a f act " findi , nS i^* 
agency and does not make evaluations or draw conclusions 

as to the character or integrity of any organisation, 
publication or individual, 

I know you will understand the reason for 
these rules and will not infer either that we do or 
that we do not have data relating to the group you ; 
mentioned* 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED/ 




ote: 
which 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

three-cent 




Correspondent's enclosure was a three-cent stamp 
is being utilized in reply. 

Frequent inquiries are received by the Bureau 
concerning the Federal Council, of Churches, later incorpo 
atedZ ! **« 'National Council ChuYch of Christ in Amer.ca. 
Some derogqiory information, concerning 
appears in Bufiles; however, much of 
rival church groups. (100-50869) 
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J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

I would like to thank you for the information I have recieved concerning 
Communism, juvenile delinquency, and the crime problem in our country. 
I appreciate your help very much* 

* *M would also like to know more about the liquor traffic in our country. 
• Any help you might be aisle to Give me concerning this problem will "be 
very much appreciated. — 

I could use about 12 more copies of the /^SYRACUSE LAW REVIEW 11 for dis- 
tribution, 12 copies of the 9 page leaflet entitled ^he Crime Problem, * 

\I would also like to distribute about four dozen copies of the Booklet 
•100 TKIKGS YOU SHOULL KEC/J AEOUT COmJKISM— in the U. S. A. 

— and RELIGION 
—and EDUCATION 
—and LABOR 
--and GOVERNMENT 
and SPOTLIGHT ON SPIES 

This booklet was written by the Committee on UN-American Activities, 
and was released Kay 14, 1951 



I'd like to know all I can about how Communism is creeping into our 
1 Churches, and I'd like to know what I can do to stop it. 

I have minister friends to whom I would like to distribute the booklet 
prepared "by the Commit toe en Un-Am2ric?n Activities, and released on 
Feb*. 17, 1952 entitled :^*Review of THE KETOODI ST FEDERATION FOR SOCIAL 
ACTIOIi, "I'd like to h£ve anyway 24 "copies," " 

I understand that United States Naval Intelligence in 1935 reported 
that the Federal Council of Churches was subversive and was one of the 
strongest of the organizations at that time giving aid to the Communist 
Pc r ty . I sjt^t_tx3je, and how_about the_ Nat i onal C ouncil_of_Chur che sin 
th e U. S . A?_.Are.„tliese^Ewo organizations omT ancTTfie same? 

Any information on these subjects will be greatly/ ar«reci at ed-a \14 

Q24 NOV 15 



Thanks ahead of time... 
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jDear 



Tour letter dated November 3, 1954, has ; 
been received. 

In accordance with your request, I am tending 
under separate cover twelve copiee of the article 
concerning juvenile delinquency which appeared in "The 
Syracuse Law Review" and twelve copiee of "The Crime 
Problem." I am also tending you some other material 
on the subject of Communism which J thought you might 
like to have* 

We do not have the pamphlet "100 Things Ton 
Should Know About Communism in the U.S.A." available for 
distribution in the quantity you desire. The U.S. Govern* 
ment Printing Office has advised that this pamphlet is out 
of print; however, this publication and the following five 
booklets, "100 Things Tou Should Know About Communism in 
Religion," "100 Things Tou Should Know About Communism in 
Education," "100 Things Tou Should Know About Communism 
in Labor," "100 Things Tou Should Know About Communism in 
Government" and "Spotlight on Spies," have been compiled 
into one reprint. This reprint may be obtained from the 
Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing 
Office, Corner of Worth Capitol and E Streets, Morthwest, 
Washington, D. C, at a price of twenty-five cents per 
copy. It may be ordered by referring to Bouse Document 
Number 136, 82nd Congress. „r/«> 

MO*- IS. 13HK.2'i . 



HEW: bib 
(5) b/j> 



= P 




3^lOV2]Jt8S» , /i^/ 



(See note bh next^page) 

...LEI 

INFORMAL CONTAINED' 
"IN!" 
DATE^ 



m» 



4 



4 

I 



: •■ si;- .1 









$ 



m 



* i 



lOO 



\> 



\ 



^jj fl^^^HI ^ * 95 * 



, ,. v :.. 

With regard to your inquiry concerning ♦*# 
Jiouor iro//tc in t»* ^»i**d fitoteo, J •uggest that you 
eolmunteatV with the Director, ""hoi ****£**" ** 
Divioion, Internal Revenue Service, ft>ey*» *tree* end 
Constitution ivenue, Morthwest, Washington S3, tf. t*, 
«*nc* this agency has jurisdiction over such matters. 



May J take thie opportunity to point out in 
response to your other requests that in/or»otion in TBI 
fills is con/idcnt*o2 end available for official use only. 
You may be interested in knowing that this Bureau is 
. etrtctly a fact-finding agency and does not make •valua- 

fr tions or draw conclusions as to the character or integrity 

3-. of any organisation, publication or individual. I do 

e " * Hope you will understand the reason for these rules and 

will not infer from my inability to be of "•<•*?"; *" 
tnie regard either that we do or that we do not have any 
information concerning the subjects of your inquiries. 

$§! Sincerely yours, 

pQ ...... ...... ...» 

%■[-- John Sdgar Boover 

I /A . Director 

[ \£ CC - Mr, M. A. Jones 

[.- . UNDER SEPARATE COVER 

\ £ Communis t Threat in U.S. 

How to Fight Communism 

Communist Virus . _ 

» ,,. Breaking the Communist Spell 

f\;r- Where do we Stand Today with Communism in the U.S.? 

12 copies of The Crime Problem 

12 copies of The Syracuse Law Review (J) 



NOTE- Bufiles reflect certain derogatory information concerning Jedergj 
Council of Churches a later incorporated into<flfe£iJUial-Coi»««-*A 
^^%%%°TsAn America; however, most Tf this data came from 
^^cl^c^gVolips'r -Hn investigation confined to contacts with 
informants o/tnAe» York Office in 1950, reflected ™°* ™ .?f »„ 
was developed indicating any Communist or subversive activities on 
™e port of any persons affiliated with this organisation. 

(l ° 'foir 6 eVpondent not identifiable in Bufiles. It is an 'PP""* 

Ei* d ^^ 

and not placed in Bufiles. 
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COUNCIL 



of CHURCHES 



Seeking to discredit charges which can 
not be denied, the Federal Council of 
Churches assumed an attitude of derision 
toward the brochure, "How Red Is the 
Federal Council of Churches T" An early 
release to regional and local Councils affili- 
ated with FCCC had the following state- 
ment: 

As for the list of persons who are 
described as "present and past of- 
ficers, leaders and prominent mem- 
bers of the Federal Council/ 1 it is 
so gravely in error as to be an in- 
credible performance! It includes 
personB who have not had any con- 
nection with the Federal Council 
for a dozen years — to say nothing 
of being "leaders." 
The name statement, with only minor 
change, appeared over the signature of Dr. 
Samuel McCrea Cavert in the FCC booklet 
"The Truth about the Federal Council of 
Churches." 
Here are some of the persons listed: 
—Bishop O. Bromley Oxnam, only recently^, 
retired as president of FCC, and one of the 
most active men in the Council. 

Dr. Ralph W. Sockman, who was chosen 
to preach the 6rst sermon at the Constitu- 
ting Convention of the National Council. 
Bishop William Scarlett, chairman of the 
Council's Department of International 
Justice and Goodwill. 

Dr. E. Stanley Jones, the Federal Coun- 
cil's best known "evangelist." 

Dr. Henry Smith Leiper, secretary of the 
World Council of Churches, which was 
sponsored by the Federal Council. 

Dr. John C. Bennett, author o f many 
books which purport to correlate the ideo- 
logies of Communism and Christianity. 
He was one of the secretaries of the World 
Council of Churches conclave at Amster- 
dam, and was author of the infamous de- 
claration of that session which castigated 
Communism and capitalism on exactly the 
same basis. 

Rev. James Myers, for many years Indus- 
trial Secretary* of the Federal Council; al- 
though he now is retired, his prolific 
writings on organized labor and coopera- 
tives still are published and sold by the 
Federal Council. 

In addition to the foregoing, and many 
other presently active leaders of the Fed- 
eral Council, "How Red . . .!" listed 
seven men who then held important po- 
sitions on the staff of the Federal Council, 
and who, under the National Council set- 
up, have similar or more advanced po- 
sitions. 

These men ore Roswell P. Barnes, W. 
Russell Bowie, Samuel McCrea Cavert, F. 



Ernest Johnson, Benson Y. Landis, Worth 
M. Tippy and Walter Van Kirk. A new 

summarization of their affiliations with 
radical organizations, many of which are 
officially branded as subversive, appears 
later in this presentation. 

Most significant of the promotions is 
that of Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert from 
general secretary of FCC to general secre- 
tary of NCC. This is the most important 
position in the entire setup. Dr. Cavert is 
described in the official publicity of FCC 
as its chief executive officer, and he will 
he exactly that in the "new" National 
Council. His selection is one of the im- 
portant indications that NCC is nothing 
more than FCC under a new name, but 
with broader influence and greater power, 
and with the old FCC leadership firmly in 
control. 

All FCC secretaries, directors and other 
staff members not elected by the Constitut- 
ing Convention or nominated for later elec- 
tion by the General Board, are taken care 
■*of by the following regulation: 

"In cases where uniting agencies are 
making funds and staff available for the 
work of the Central Departments . . . the 
program units carrying forward the work . 
of these uniting agencies are permitted to 
list such personnel in their staff roster, 
with the understanding that the primary 
relationship of such staff personnel is to 
the Central Departments involved." 

Insofar as the new positions for FCC 
staff members were disclosed at the time of 
the Constituting Convention, they are- in- 
dicated, in bold-faced type, in the follow- 
ing presentation of affiliations of staff 
members of the Federal Council of 
Churches : 

Earl F. Adams — Chairman, Field Department. 
Administrative Secy. 

American Youth Congress — Listed unoer 
Peace Committee, Buffalo Peace council. 
(Appendix XX, p. 539) 
Rosweu p. Barnes — Associate General Secre- 
tary. Executive Sec*y. Division of Christian 
Life and work. 

Associated Film Audiences — Executive 
Board (Appendix IX, pp. 728, 1101) 

Committee on Militarism in Education — 
Secretary 

Committee for Norman Thomas, 1829 

Norman Thomas Campaign Committee. Sec'y 

Emergency Peace Campaign Nat'l. 

Sponsor 

Fellowship of Reconciliation — Executive 
Committee (letterhead ) 

Fellowship of Socialist Christians — Secre- 
tary, 1934 

National Religion and Labor Foundation — 
Signed letter to F. D. R. 11-29-3? 

'fiO - 'o'/C- ' '" - 
Qv,.: ; **9Sk 



At a Constituting Convention held 
in Cleveland, Ohio, Not. 28 to Dec. 
1, 1950, the Federal Council of 
Churches "went underground'* by 
merging with a dozen other inter- 
denominational agencies under the 
name National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the U. 8. A. The Fed- 
eral Council will not surrender its 
legal charter, and its aims, pro- 
grams and leadership are un- 
changed, although it is operating 
under a new name. 



(Revised edition of the brochure, 
"How Red Is the Federal Council of 
Churches?" has the above paragraph 
on the first page, and the word "Fed- 
eral" Is overprinted as shown In the 
headinc at the left.) 



North American Committee to Aid Spanish 

Democracy ( letterhead) 
United China Relief — Director 
War Registers League 
World Youth Congress — Sponsor (Dally 

Worker, March 28. 1938. p. 3) 

W. RasseU Bowie _ vice Chairman, Commission 
on Worship. Vice Chairman, Department 
•f Worship and Art. 

American Committee for Ncn -Participation 
in Japanese Aggression — Sponsor 

American Committee to Save Refugees — 
Sponsor of Dinner (Appendix DC. p. 362) 

American Committee for Protection of 
Foreign Born — Sponsor 5th National 
Conference (Appendix DC, p. 353) 

Church Emergency Committee for Relief of 
Textile Strikers — Member 

Church League for Industrial Democracy — 
Official Folder 

Attacked American Legion Lobby in Wash- 
ington (Chicago Tribune, March 19, 1934) 

Citizens Emergency Conference for Inter- 
racial Unity — Sponsor 

Civil Rights Congress — Sponsor (Un- 
American Activities Committee) 

Committee on Militarism in Education — 
National Council 

Coordinating Committee to Lift the Embargo 
(Appendix DC, p. 669) 

Emergency Committee for Strikers Relief 

Fellowship of Reconciliation 

Friends of Italian Democracy — Member 

Greater New York Emergency Conference 
on Inalienable Rights. (Appendix DC, 
p. 77*) 

Harry Bridges Defense Committee. (Calif. 4th 
Report, p. 348) 

National Citizens Political Action Committee 
— Member (Appendix DC, p. 364) 

National Citizens Committee on Relations 
with Latin America, 1927 

National Council of the Arts, Sciences and 
Professions — Sponsor 

National Emergency Conference for Demo- 
cratic Righto — Executive Committee 
and Board of Sponsors (Calif. 4th Report 
p. 327) 

National Federation for Constitutional Liber- 
ties (Appendix DC. p. 1222) 
Non-intervention Citizens Committee 
North American Committee to Aid Spanish 
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Democracy — Sponsor 
Open Letter on Harry Bridges — Signer 

(Dally Worker, July 19. 1942, p. 4) 
Open Letter to President Roosevelt Protest- 
ing Bridges Deportation — Signer 
Protestant — signed Petition (August-Sep- 
tember issue, 1947. p. 33) 
Schappes Defense Committee (Appendix IX. 

p. 1555) 
War Resisters League — Member 
Washington Committee to Lift Spanish Em- 
bargo — Sponsor 
World Tomorrow Poll — Signer 
Beverly M. Boyd — Executive Secretary, De- 
partment of Christian Social Relations. 
Executive Director, Dept. of Social Welfare. 
Russian War Relief. Inc. — Chairman, Rich- 
mond Committee (Soviet Russia Today, 
June 1942. p. 23) 
Nannie H. Burroughs — Vice Chairman, Com- 
mittee on Church and Cooperatives 
National Negro Congress — Endorser (Ap- 
pendix DC. p. 1293) 

Samuel McCrea Cavert- General Secretary. 

General Secretary, NCC. 

Fellowship of Reconciliation (letterhead); 
Admitted membership in pamphlet. 
"The Truth About the Federal Council 
of Churches." 

North American Committee to Aid -Spanish 
Democracy — Sponsor. Admitted In 
above pamphlet, 

Protestant — Signer of Appeal; Sponsor of 
Dinner, February 25. 1941 

War Resisters League — Endorsed Pamphlet, 

"Military Training in the Schools and 

Colleges of the U. S." by Winthrop D. 

Lane 

Henry Sloane Coffin — Chairman, Department 

of Research and Education. Dr. Coffin will 

be 74 year* old In 1951; he retired as Presi- 
dent of Union Theological Seminary In IMS; 

presumably he did not wish a position in 

the NCC setup.) 

-On July 6. 1919. Five clergymen Issued a 
protest Against the repression exercised 
against the Reds, against arrests and de- 
portations, and against the application of 
the Espionage Act. The clergymen sign- 
ing this document were . . . Henry 
Sloane Coffin . . ." (Lusk Report, p. 1138) 

American Civil Liberties Union — Worked 
with, protesting against the use of police 
action to suppress Communism (Vol. l, 
p. 523. of House Reports) 

American Committee for Protection of 
Foreign Born — Signer (Daily Worker, 
Oct. 28. 1940): Sponsor (Appendix Dc' 
pp. 349, 354) 

American Committee to Save Refugees — 
Sponsor (folder) 

American Committee for Yugoslav Relief — 
Sponsor 

Mary Ware Dennett Defense Committee — 
Member (Vol. 1, p. 530. House Reports); 
Vice Chairman 

Committee for Thomas,, 1929 

Endorser, Lane Pamphlet 

Medical Aid to Russia — Sponsor (Soviet 
Russia Today, Sept. 1941) 

National Council of American-Soviet Friend- 
ship — Sponsor of Congress: National 
Sponsor, 1943-44 (Calif. 4th Report, p. 
3?2) 

Non-intervention Citizens Committee, 1927 

Member (letterhead) 

Protestant — Member New York Committ;; 
(letterhead. January 22. 1941); Sponsor 
of C-ll for Dinner-Forum (Appendix IX. 
p. 1521) 

Protestant Digest Associates — Sponsor of 
Call for Dinner-Forum 

Russian War Relief — Member. Board of 
Directors (New Masses, January 13, 1942. 



p. 23); Vice Chairman (New York Times, 
October 10. 1941) 
Signed Petition for Sacco and Vanxetti. 

August 22, 1927 
Signed Fellowship of Reconcilation Petition 

for Russian Recognition, 1932 
Sent Greetings to Communist Student Con- 
gress Against War, December 27, 1932 
Soviet Russia Today — Issued Statement In 
support of USSR (Soviet Russia Today, 
November, 1941. p. 14 ) . Contributor 
(Soviet Russia Today. June 1942, p. 7) 
United States Soviet Friendship Congress — 
Sponsor of U. S. — Soviet Friendship 
Rallies (Daily Worker. Sept 29. 1943. p. 5; 
Appendix DC, p. 481) 
Edwin T. Dahlberg — Chairman, Department of 
Evangelism 
Open Letter to Pres. Roosevelt Protesting 

Bridges Deportation — Signer 
Citizens Committee to Free Earl Browder 
(Appendix DC, p. 621) 
Hugh D. Darste — Chairman, Commission on 
Marriage and the Home 
American Relief for Greek Democracy — 
Sponsor (letterhead, Nov. 19, 1946) 
Truman Douglas — Vice Chairman, Protestant 
Radio Commission 
Schappes Defense Committee lAppbndln DC. 
p. 1559) 
Richard Fagley — Executive Secretary, Dept. of 
International Justice and Goodwill. Director, 
Department of International Justice and 
Goodwill. 
National Committee on Atomic Information 

— Executive Committee 
Save Czechoslovakia Committee — Member 

(Handbill) 
World Youth Congress — Delegate to Second 
World Youth Congress 
George E. Haynes — Secretary Emeritus, Dept 
of Race Relations 

Citizens Emergency Conference for Inter- 
racial Unity — Sponsor (Booklet) 
Shelby Harrison — Chairman, Department of 
Christian Social Relations 
Included in a list as being affiliated with 
from 1 to 10 Communist -front organiza- 
tions (Committee on Un-American Ac- 
tivities Report on the Scientific and Cul- 
tural Conference for World Peace- Wal- 
dorf Conference-March 25, 1949. p. 19) 
World Peace Conference — Sponsor (p. IS 

above report) 
Social Work Today Cooperators. 1941 (Ap- 
pendix DC, p. 1791) 
F. Ernest Johnson — Executive Secretary. De- 
partment of Research and Education. Execu- 
tive Director, Department of Research and 

Surrey. 
Consumers National Federation — Sponsor 
(Official Leaflet); Sponsor, Come and 
Hear the Case of 'The People vs. H. C. 
L." (Appendix DC, p. 659) 
Institute for Propaganda Analysis — Ad- 
viser (letterhead, June 1938) 
League for Industrial Democracy 
World Peaceways _ Sponsor (letterhead) 

?*~1 T* ~ ViW Chai " n *n. Department 
of Christian Social Relations 

Consumer* National Federation — Sponsor 
(Official leaflet); Sponsor. Come and 
Hear the Case of The People vs. H.CL." 
(Appendix DX. p. 559) 
Benson Y. Landis — Associate Executive Secy, 
Dept. of Research and Education; Secy. 
Committee on Town and Country Act- 
ing Secy.. Washington Office. Secretary 
of Department of Town and Country, 
and Associate Executive Director, Dept. 
of Research and Survey. 
Consumers Nat*l Federation — Sponsor 
Equality — Contributor Dec. 1939, p. SB 



Oscar Maddaus — Chairman. Committee on the 
Church and Cooperative* 
American Civil Liberties Union — National 
Committee (Lusk Report, pp. 1989. 1102); 
Natl Committee, Mar. 1920 (which made 
vicious attack on Attorney General 
Palmer for the Red Raids) (Vol. 1, p. 524 
of House Reports) 
L George Naes — Vice Chairman and Secretory. 
Joint Commission on Planning and Adjust- 
ment of Local Inter-Church Relations. 
Executive Secy., Division of Home Mission* 
Nat'l Committee to Abolish Poll Tax — 
Sponsor (letterhead, March. 1946) 
Malcolm E. Peabody — Chairman, Committee 
for Religious Tolerance 
Committee of Welcome for the Very 

Reverend Hewlett Johnson — Member 
National Council of American-Soviet Friend- 
ship — Nat'l Sponsor. 1943-44 (Calif. 4th 
Report, p. 333); Sponsor (letterhead. Jan. 
7, 1948; May 9. 1949) ;National Sponsor 
(letterhead, October 26, 1949); Sponsor 
of Congress (Soviet Russia Today, 
December 1942, p. 42; Appendix DC, p. 
1199) 
United States Soviet Friendship Congress — 
Sponsor of U, S.-Soviet Friendship Ral- 
lies t Daily Worker. September 29. 1943. 
p. 6; Appendix DC. p. 461) 
William Scarlett — Chairman, Dep't. of Inter- 
nan Justice and Goodwill; Acting Chair- 
man of Committee on Policy. Dept. of 
of International Jurtice and Goodwill 
American Civil Liberties Union — Commit- 
tee, 1937 (Vol. 1, p. 528, House Reports); 
Committee, June 7, 1938 (Vol. 4, p. 2976; 
House Reports) 
American Civil Liberties Union of St. Louis 
(Subsidiary of ACLU) — Director (Vol. 
1. p. 530, House Reports) 
American Committee for Non-participation 

in Japanese Aggression — Sponsor 
Church Emergency Relief Committee 
Church League for Industrial Democracy 
Committee on Militarism in Education 

(letterhead) 
National Religion and Labor Foundation 
Protestant — Sp on sor of Call for Dinner- 
Forum (Appendix DC. p. 1521) 
Sherwood Eddy Commission to Russia — 
Member (1926) 
Worth M. Tippy — Secretary Emeritus. Depart- 
ment of Christian Social Relations 
American League for Peace and Democracy — 

Endorser of Congress 
Associated Film Audiences — Honorary 

Chairman (Appendix DC, p. 728) 
Church Emergency Relief Committee 
Coordinating Committee to Lift the Em- 
bargo — Representative Individual (Of- 
ficial Booklet of Coordinating Commit- 
tee; Appendix DC, p. 669) 
Fellowship of Faiths — Speaker, 1933 
Film Audiences for Democracy — Hon. Pres. 

Exec Committee (Appendix DC) 
Methodist Federation for Social Service — 
Secy. 1908; Committee. 1933 
Walter Van Kirk — Executive Secy., Dept. of 
International Justice and Goodwill. Execu- 
tive Director, Department of Internationa] 
Justice and Goodwill. 
American Youth Congress 
Emergency' Peace Mobilization 
Committee on Militarism in Education 
League for Industrial Democracy Recom- 
mended his "peace" writings. 1935-36 
War Resisters League 



American Council of Christian Laymen 
122 West Washington Avenue 
Madison l f Wisconsin 
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Jour letter postmarked November 23, 1954. 
with enclosure, has been received* , 









Ffcile J would 2t*e to be of service, information 
contained in FBI files is confidential and avatlable 
for official use only, Tou nay be interested in know- 
ing that this Bureau is strictly a fact-finding agency 
and does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to 
the character or integrity of any organisation, publica- 
tion or individual* I do hope that you will understand 
the reasons for these rules and will not infer from 
my inability to be of assistance either that we do or 
that we donot have any information concerning the 
""'""" ~ inquiry* 




subject qfafour 

xVv I am n 

cani£&i> 
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ot aware of any source from which you 
n literature of the type you desire* 

Sincerely your a, 



21954 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



»>< 




Vinterrowd _ 
Tele. Room . 

Hollomn 

Gandy 



*OTEt Bufiles reflect derogatory information concerning the 
federal Council of Churches, later incorporated into the 
National Council of Churches _of_Christ in America^ however, 
much of this data i s~ from i rival ch~urch~ groups and investigation 
confined to contacts with informants of the New York Office in 
1950 reflected that no information was developed indicating 
Communist or subversive activities on the part of any ,i\, 

*--""' J — * "- (100-50869) ,jt (/J 
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December 2 9 1954 



NOTE: (continued) 



The American Council of Christian Laymen is resDonsible 
for the brochure "How Red is the Federal Council of Churches" 
which quoted from the Director's testimony before the HCUA in 
1947 stating that the Director had fears "so long as Communists 
are able to send ministers of the Council to promote their 
evil work." This quotation was used out of context to infer 
that certain individuals affiliated with Federal Council of 
Churches was subversive s and much controversy among Christian 
Laymen has resulted from this publication. Vern T. laud, 
President of the American Council of Christian Laymen, has 
written letters to the Director relative to his use of the 
aforementioned quotation. (94-1-14921; 94-37868-37 and 
62-100432) 

Correspondent enclosed leaflet entitled "Now It Is The 
Federal Council of Churches" which is concerned with the 
article "How Red is the Federal Council of Churches." 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D # C. 



Gentlemen: 
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I aaa snoloslng some printed material that wai 
sent to me by an aoquaintanpe that knows that I do 
a lot of work in the World Council of^ Churches ♦ 
She is getting 00 exelted over the ""Red 11 " question 
that she can see them f standing behind every fenee 
post*. 

After reading some of 1his material, It would 
seen to me that all of this is being printed by 
people who are themselves inoited by communists. 
The communists know that there has been an almost 
world-wide upserging toward God, so what better 
place wbaikd there be for them to work? I wonder 
if they haven* t published this stuff themselves 
so that Christianity will be weakened. 

I know that you ean f t tell me much about how 
this is distributed and by whom, but I would like 
some assurance that there is no foundation for these 
accusations. 

I think perhaps some of our ministers and 
religious leaders have been striving so desperately 
for peace that they have not always been wise in the 
choice of their affiliation with peace organizations. 
I oan't believe it would be through any sense of 
disloyalty — that is, in the case of our older and 
best known religious leaders. 

Would you please be so ktnd as to give me 
some Information as to the origin of this material? 



You 
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£ Americanism - a J^ d fr ° m Ru ^ania, as a MnJhV* * 6 to,a book 



«S!" 2S2L" 0W,M *» «••»«. 

- — kopjes of How n*<t > A . 

M- b e rsh ;c°;r naiworko,Aca -- • 

P ^es. AcUve ($5 to $25) 

Contributor ($30 to $100) 
°°^ ($200 to $500) 
Bene/actor < Mxoo and aboye> 

Name Totai Omittance 
Address "" 

City ~~ ~ ~~ 



NOW 



IT IS THE 




COUNCIL 
of CHURCHES 



Seeking to discredit charges wliich can 
not be denied, the Federal Council of 
Churches assumed an attitude of derision 
toward the brochure, "How Hed Is the 
Federal Council of Churches?" An early 
release to regional and local Councils afiiti- 
ated with FCCC had the following state- 
ment: 

Aa for the list of persons who are 
described aa "present and past of- 
ficers, leaders and prominent mem- 
bers of the Federal Council/' it is 
so gravely in error aa to be an in- 
credible performance! It includes 
persons who have not had any con- 
nection with the Federal Council 
for a dozen years — to say nothing 
of being "leaders." 
The same statement, with only minor 
change, appeared over the signature of Dr. 
Samuel McCrea Cavert in the FCC booklet 
"The Truth about the Federal Council ot 
Churches." 
Here are some of the persons listed: 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam. only recently 
retired as president of FCC, and one of the 
most active men in the Council. 

Dr. Ralph W. Sockman, who was chosen 
to preach the first sennun at the Constitu- 
ting Convention of the National Couneil. 
Bishop William Scarlett, chairman of the 
Council's Department of International 
Justice and Goodwill. 

Dr. E. Stanley Jones, the Federal Coun- 
eiPs best known "evangelist." 

Dr. Henry Smith Leiper, secretary of the 
"World Council of Churches, which was 
sponsored by the Federal Council. 

Dr. John C. Bennett, author o f many 
books which purport to correlate the ideo- 
logies of Communism and Christianity. 
He was one of the secretaries of the World 
Council of Churches conclave at Amster- 
dam, and was author of the infamous de- 
claration of that session which castigated 
Communism and capitalism on exactly the 
same basis. 

Rev. James Myers, for many years Indus- 
trial Secretary of the Federal Council; al- 
though he now is retired, his prolific 
writings on organized labor and coopera- 
tives still are published and sold by the 
Federal Council. 

In addition to the foregoing, and many 
other presently active leaders of th* Fed- 
eral Council, "How Red . . ,t" listed 
seven men who then held important po- 
sitions on the staff of the Federal Council, 
and who, under the National Council set- 
up, have similar or more advanced po- 
sitions. 

These men are Roswell P. Barnes, W. 
Russell Bowie, Samuel HcCrea Cavert, F. 



Ernest Johnson, Benson T. Landis, Worth 
M, Tippy and Walter Van Kirk. A new 

summarization of their affiliations with 
radical organizations, many of which are 
officially branded as subversive, appears 
later in this presentation. 

Most significant of the promotions is 
that of Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert from 
general secretary of FCC to general secre- 
tary of NCC, this is the most important 
position in the entire setup. Dr. Cavert ir 
described in the official publicity of FCC 
as its chief executive officer, and he will 
be exactly that in the "new" National 
Council. His selection is one of the im- 
portant indications that NCC is nothing 
more than FCC under a new name, but 
with broader influence and greater power, 
and with the old FCC leadership firmly in 
control. 

All FCC secretaries, directors and other 
staff members not elected by the Constitut- 
ing Convention or nominated for later elec- 
tion by the General Hoard, are taken care 
of by the following regulation: 

"In cases where uniting agencies are 
making funds and staff available for the 
work of the Central Departments ... the 
program units carrying forward the work 
of these uniting agencies are permitted to 
list such personnel in their staff roster, 
with the understanding that the primary 
relationship of such staff personnel is to 
the Central Departments involved." 

Insofar as the new positions for FCC 
staff members were disclosed at the time of 
the Constituting Convention, they are- in- 
dicated, in bold-faced type, in the follow- 
ing presentation of affiliations of staff 
members of the Federal Council of 
Churches: 

Earl F. Adams — Chairman, Field Department 
Administrative Secy. 

American Youth Congress — Listed under 
Peace Committee. Buffalo Peace council. 
(Appendix IX, p. 539) 
Rosweli p. Barnes - Associate General Secre- 
tary. Executive SeCy. Division of Christian 
Life and work. 

Associated Film Audiences — Executive 
Board (Appendix DC, pp. 728. 1101) 

Committee on Militarism In Education — 
Secretary 

Committee for Norman Thomas, 1829 

Norman Thomas Campaign Committee. Sec'y 

Emergency Peace Campaign — NaVl 
Sponsor 

Fellowship of Reconciliation — Executive 
Committee (letterhead) 

Fellowship of Socialist Christians — Secre- 
tary, 1934 

National Religion and Labor Foundation — 
Signed letter to F. D. R. 11-29-35 



At a Constifeitins Convention held 
in Cleveland, Ohio, Nov. 28 to Dec 
1, 1950, the Federal Council of 
Churches "went underground" by 
merging with a dozen other inter- 
denominational agencies under the 
name National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the TJ. 8. A. The Fed- 
eral Council will not surrender its 
legal charter, and its aims, pro- 
grams and leadership are un- 
changed, although it is operating 
under a new name. 



(Revised edition of the brochure, 
"How Red U the Federal Council of 
Churches?" has the above paragraph 
on the f1r«t pa«e, and the word "Fed- 
eral" Is overprinted aa shown In the 
heading at the left.) 



North American Committee to Aid Spanish 

Democracy ( letterhead) 
United China Relief — Director 
War Resisters League 

World Youth Congress — Sponsor (Daily 
Worker. March 28, 1938. p. J) 
W. RusseD Bowie _ Vice chairman, Commission 
on Worship. Vice Chairman, Department 
•f Worship and Art. 

American Committee for Ncn -Participation 
In Japanese Aggression — Sponsor 

American Committee to Save Refugees — 
Sponsor of Dinner (Appendix DC. p. 362) 

American Committee for Protection of 
Foreign Born — Sponsor 5th National 
Conference (Appendix DC, p. 353) 

Church Emergency Committee for Relief of 
Textile Strikers — Member 

Church League for Industrial Democracy — 
Official Folder 

Attacked American Legion Lobby in Wash- 
ington (Chicago Tribune. March 19. 1934) 

Citizens Emergency Conference for Inter- 
racial Unity — Sponsor 

Civil Rights Congress — Sponsor (Un- 
American Activities Committee) 

Committee on Militarism in Education — 
National Council 

Coordinating Committee to Lift the Embargo 
(Appendix DC, p. 6S9) 

Emergency Committee for Strikers Relief 

Fellowship of Reconciliation 

Friends of Italian Democracy — Member 

Greater New York Emergency Conference 
on Inalienable Rights. (Appendix DC. 
P. 772) 

Harry Bridges Defense Committee. (Calif. 4th 
Report, p. 248) 

National Citizens Political Action Committee 
— Member (Appendix DC, p. 264) 

National Citizens Committee on Relations 
with Latin America, 1927 

National Council of the Arts. Sciences and 

Professions — Sponsor 
National Emergency Conference for Demo- 
cratic Rights — Executive Committee 
and Board of Sponsors (Calif. 4th Report 
p. »7) 

National Federation for Constitutional Liber- 
ties (Appendix IX. p. 1222) 

Non-intervention Citizens Committee 

North American Committee to Aid Spanish 
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At a Constituting Convention held 
in Cleveland, Ohio. Nov. 28 to Dec 
1, 1950, the Federal Council of 
Churches "went underground" by 
merging with a dozen other inter- 
denominational agencies under the 
name National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the U. S. A. The Fed- 
eral Council will not surrender its 
legal charter, and its aims, pro- 
grams and leadership are un- 
changed, although it is operating 
under a new name. 
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'Whose Unclean Fingers Have Been 

Tampering With The Holy Bible, 

God's Pore, Infallible, Verbally' 

Inspired Word?" 

» 

A discussion of the FACTS con- 
cerning the new Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible, edited and 
copyrighted by the National (Fed- 
eral) Council of Churches. 

SstzA wiX'sltrzLh srt !? ^ *• 

Michigen. No charge for « ml, CnUrC "' Grand * 8 P !d ». 
u«e. We would epprecietl .» **£ V ° U Can W*uiW 
P"™- for e. ^Z^^^r* ** «" 

13th Printing 
(Total copies printed — 96.350) 

by David Otis Fuller, D.D., Pastor 
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A WARNING! 

AGAINST THE NEW 

"INTERPRETER'S BIBLE" 

The sinister companion to the RSV 
Bible, BOTH sponsored and 
backed by the National (Federal) 
Council of Churches, an organ- 
ization whose leaders are proved 
to be Socialistic, Pro-Communistic 
and Unitarian. 

Kio^n ' N ^"f ^ St /' 0t Bapti,t Chufch - G ""d *2|*K 

*\- t ould «PP r ««'«t« «ny contribution to p«v for tha 
prmtmg for « wid, a di.tribution M pouible ..) 

by David Otis fuller, 0.0., Pastor 
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enemTes 

OF THE 

BIBLE 

Five Are Considered Herein. 

Which is the wersl? mhm u mi 

Take your ehoieei 

1 "Red" Communism (H Began in HwwnJ 

2 "Black" Romanism (Perfectly Described 

in Rev. 17 and 181) 
3. "Pink" Modernism (As old as the Devffl) 

4 "YeBow" Fundamentalism f'A man is 

known by the Company he keeps ) 

5 You???? — I Samuel 15:22 



By DoyialOtg^uller/ 



as possible.) 

D.D. Pastor 
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Winterrowd _ 
Tele. Room . 

HoUooan 

Goody 



— T jour letter dated December 2, 1954, with 

enclosures, has been received. 

While I would like to be of service, it will 
not be possible for me to comply with »•""*;"*" 
due to the confidential nature of information t n m 
files. I do hope that you mill understand my P J»<* «J» 
Yn this matter and mill mot infer from ■*<••» £*'** *• 
J2 or ooofotoneo o<t/»«r tftot »o do or that 00 do oot 
havfaVyi nfTrmation concerning the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Correspondent enclosed literate concern*^ the 
National Council of Churches which isfFnown as the rodorol * 
5212*2 0/ Churches. One of the enclosures is a P**Pfi** 
entitled '"How Red Is The. Federal .Council of Churches? The 
Bureau has received numerous' inquiries ^erinnotfcio #«#» 
pamphlet as well as the or^foU«j v ,/» *" W "**S?* % f or k 
to contacts with informants 1 was Conducted by the ^wTorK 
Of Ace in 1950; however, no datb was developed *»«cat*nj 
any Communist or subversive' Mtiol ties. on the part of the 
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Mr. Tolson 



L. B. Nichol 




Tolaoo. 



DATBi Dec. 15, 1954 



Boardmftfi . 
Nichols 1. 
Belmont _ 
Ifcrbo 



Parsons . 
Rosea 

Tamm . 
Sizoo. 

Winten 
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^^AoilomAa _X_ 

*^Gandy 

n^ For record purposes, Miss Hutha G/^mith, TEmple 6-6128, 

Alexandria, Virginia, caJr^d to invite the Director to speak at a Lenten Service 
meeting sponsored by thWFederal Council of .Churches at the Washington Street 

\ ^"litethodist Church in Alexandria on April 5, 6, or 7, 1955, The meetings *illi 

>j r run from 1 1: 50 a. m* to 12:10 p. m, 

v I expressed the Director's regrets. Miss Smith statedshe would 

keep after the Director until she got him. 

MAY;j gg> 'ALL »NFDRMA W WNtMB ' 



cc: Mr. Jones 
LBN: arm 
(3) 
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December 31, 1954 






\ 



N tf»- 5Z^9- "3(ri 



L 



A 





MP' 



^ 



X 



* 



*$$$ Tour litter sf December B7, 1954, hae 

t <jx$'%i b ** n received, 

Zn reeponae to your request, I wteh te 
ad v tee that information tn FBI file e te confi- 
dential and available for official uee only* 
Tou may be into rooted tn knowing that this Bureau 
ie strictly a fact-finding agency and doee not 
make evaluations sr draw conclustone as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation, 
publication sr individual, 

I do hops that you will understand the 
.^.e a eon 8 for thess rulse and wtll+ot tnfer from 
l *1sbi/ inability to be of asetetanos either that we 

r that we do not have any tnfomatton concern' 

the subject of your tnquiry. 

Since rsly yours. 




John Edgar Soever 

Director 

■ ■ ' v . 

^ ,. . . -■ certain. derotfafdrff information 

MtPtflB « ^-t3=l i Q conoArning Federal Counc il of i 6hurc.h**i later incorporated 
Beimnnt i LC I— tn te^Nat ional Council or unuYoTfs* of -Christ in America; 
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December 31 9 1954 

however j much of this data was received from rival 
church groups* Investigation confined to contacts 
with informants of the New York Office in 1950 
reflected that no data was developed indicating 
any Communist o/ subversive activities on the part 
of any persons affiliated with this organisation* 
(100-50869) 



\+' 



m MT ii ~ -"* f -"■ — *-■ ■-• — .-f----^ - 






ti 









w 




r^f^^ Qci?^ y&Z£s C&ZfezJ ^fe^^^^ 




'->:!- 



yi 









'~/op~--SoT6f~^J t<? 



13 JAN 10 1955 




U 



« 







\:.3 









~ *t 



*€$* 



*fgZ-'s*& r3 w 




January 7 1935 




Yinterrowd _ 
Tele. Room . 
JJolli 



Tour letter of December 31, 1954 $ has been 
received. 

While I would like to be of service, informa- 
tion in TBI ftlee is confidential and available for 
official use only* J would like to point out aleo that 
the FBI is strictly a fact-finding agency and doee not 
draw conclusions or make evaluations as to the character 
or integrity of any organization or individual* I know 
that you will understand the reason for thts rule and 
will not infer either that we do or that we do not have 
any information concerning the organisation you mentioned* 

In accordance with your request, I am enclosing 
some information concerning the menace of Communism. 

Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Boover 
Director 

free (4) ^ :\ *** 

How tayfflght Communism 

Communist Threat in U. S. jvn'^ 11 

Communist Virus \. fc \ ch.„+w 

Where Do We Stand Today With Communism in thfotfnited StatesP 

NOTE* Bufiles contain certain derogatory information concerning 
thS^Fe deral Council of Churches, later incorporated into the 
Naiioh~ai Council of "Churches dJTChrist in America; however, much 
of this data came from rival church groups. An investigation 
confined to contacts with informants of the New York Office in 

(Continued next page. ). 
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NOTE (Cont) 

1950, reflected that no data was developed indicating 
any Communist or subversive activities on the part of 
any persons affiliated with this organisation. 
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SAG, Mem York 
Director, FBI 
C ^FSBSBAL COUBCIL&JtmBSBBL 
(FBI, Stat tot teal Section) 
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In the past you have obtained the following information 
from thto organisationi 

1. Dumber of Sunday School students. 

2. Dumber of Sunday School officers and teachers* 

J. Dumber of eehoole (church) • 

Flease bring this up-to-date and in addition inquire 
for any estimate figures they use on total annual gifts and 
contributions to religious bodies* The Department of Commerce 
has discontinued estimates on this speoifie item* 
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COMM - FBI 

JAN 1 1955 

MAILED 28 
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til of the Churches of Cnrl ) 

in the United States of America 

Division of Christian Education 

COMMISSION ON GENERAL CHRISTIAN EDVCATION 

TO East Adarot Street (Adams Street at Michigan Avenue) Chicago S, DllnoU 
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Officers of the Division 

Rev. Paul Calvin Payne 
Chatrman 

Rev. Lvtbee Wesley Smith 

Chairman, Executive Board 

Officers of the Commission 

Rev. Habsy Thomas Stock 

Chairman 

Rev. Ray J. Haameun* 

Chairman, 
Executive Committee 

Staff of the Commission 

Rev. Gebald E. Knofv 
General Director 

Mrs. Alice L. Ggsxmkd 

Executive Director 

Children's Work 

Maky Elizabeth Venable 

Associate Executive Director 

Children's Work 

Rev. A. Wilson Cheek 

Executive Director 

Youth Work 

Rev. Dennis B. Savage 

Associate Executive Director 

Youth Work 

Rev. Richard E. Lentz 

Executive Director 
Adult Work 

W. Randolph Thornton 

Executive Director 

Leadership Education and 

Church School Administration 

Rev. Paul H. Kino 

Associate Executive Director 

Leadership Education and 

.Church School Administration 

Mildred A. Maonuson 

Executive Director 

Curriculum Development 

Rev. Erwin L. Shaver 

Executive Director 

Weekday Religious Education 

Pearl Robber 

Executive Director 

Audio-Visual and Radio 

Education 

Rev. Elmer G. Million 

Associate Executive Director 

Audio-Visual and Radio 

Education 

Rev. John C. Treves 

Executive Director 

Department of English Bible 

Rev. Vnton. E. Foster 

Editor 

International Journal 

of Religious Education 

Rev. Percy R. Hayward 

Editor Emeritus 

International Journal 

of Religious Education 

Lillian Williams 

Managing Editor 

International J ou rnal 

of Religious Education 

Helen F. Sfaulmno 

Associate Executive Director 

Educational Program 

Rev. William H. Vastine 

Executive Director 

Inter-Group Education 
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THE RT, REV. HENRY KNOX S HERRI LL 
President 

REV. SAMUEL UC CREA CAVERT 

General Secretary 

REV. ROY O. ROS3 

Associate General Secretary 



CHARLES E. WILSON 



Treasurer 



January 17* 1955 



Mr« J# Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

As the Committee on the Graded Series of the National Council of 
Churches met in March, 195U to plan curriculum materials which would 
be used in the church schools of many denominations in 1958 and fol- 
lowing, the question of the teaching of temperance in church schools 

1 was considered, and dissatisfaction was expressed over present ways 

I of doing this* 

As the children's workers discussed this, they agreed that new ways 
should be found for presenting this matter to children. It was 
recognized that conflicts in the home might be more acute on this 
subject than on many other subjects and that the church faces toe 

I problem of handling this in such a way as to avoid conflict in the 
mind of the child between the teachings of the church school and th€ 
practices of the parents. The need is recognized to avoid conflict^ 
too great for the child to handle. There is a desire to approach 
teachings about temperance in a positive way which will help the Sjp^l 
child as he grows to recognize the implications from the Christian *^J «4, 
viewpoint. §? r $ 

Vfe believe that, if your time permits, you could help us in develop- 1 | 
ing an intelligent approach to this problem. *fe are concerned not 5jJ 
only with alcohol education as such, but with it in relation to the [ 
total developmental approach. We would be grateful for any inform- ^ « 
ation and suggestions which you might give in regard to such questions 
as the following! 



How can this subject be approached so as to involve the child 
in the least possible conflict? 

How may we safeguard the children from conflicts where this 
problem is particularly acute in the home? 

How can the child be helped in the church school to build values A 
and practices that will enable him to live with satisfaction / 
to himself and others j that will protect his physical and 
mental health? * - , , 
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Mr. J # Edgar Hoover -2~ 

1/17/55 



Vfe shall greatly appreciate the sharing of your insights for the 
curriculum work of the church school. We wish also to assure you 
of the confidential nature of this letter and that your reply like- 
wise will be treated confidentially should you so desire* 

Thank you heartily for your cooperation in this Important matter. 

Cordially yours, 

Mrs, Alice L. Goddard 
Executive Director 
Department of Children f s Work 
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Yinterrowd . 
Tele. Room 



^Ifce L/boddard 
Executive Director 
^Department of Children'* Work 
^^ Vational J^ouncil^af the Churxxhes a/ 

Christ in the United State b of JLwerioa 
79 East Adams Street " 
Chicago 8, Illinoi* 

Dear Mr** Ooddardt 

Tour letter dated January 17, 1955, with 
enclosure, hae been reoetved* 

While I appreciate the intereet whioh 
prompted your request, J am unable to comment 
specific ally on the ourrioulum work of the ohuroh 
school, inasmuch as that would more properly be 
within the authority of educational and clerical 
officials* Enclosed, however, is some material 
which ezplaine my views on the value of religious 
training. I hope it will be of assistance to you. 

The envelope which you so thoughtfully 
provided is returned herewith* 

- Sincerely yours, 

?|RMATlONCCNTA!r, f EDw"««- . . . 

Crime\J(?ti6llenges the Churches, The' Sunday School - Key to Ibmornxv 
Crime and the Sunday School, Envelope enclosed by correspondent 
NOTE: The stamped self -addressed envelope furnished by 
correspondent was too small for our enclosures. The 

Federal Council of Churches, later incorporated into the* 

_ / (NOTE: CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) /[ 
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Jtfrs. Alice L. Goddard 



January 24, 1955 







National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., 
has been the center of considerable controversy, much 
of it the result of attacks by rival church clubs. 
An investigation confined to contacts with New York 
Office informants in 1950 reflected **mt no data 
indicating any Communist or subversive activities on 
the part of persons affiliatediotth this o*»ty. (100-50869) 
In view of its controversial nature, however, it is not 
felt that the Director should prepare any original state- 
ment for them. 
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January 20, 1955 






Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Gentlemen: 



Sometime ago you published a pamphlet entitled, 
"100 Subversive Organizations" . If this pamphlet 
is free, please send me a copy of it, and if there 
is a charge, please advise and I will send you the 
money to cover. 

If this booklet is not still in print I will ap- 
preciate anything that you have to offer that will 
help to know what the subversive organizations are 
in this Country. 

Please send any information you have available on 
the^ational Council of Chu rche s. 

If there is any charge for any of this information 
please advise and I will remit promptly, or you 
may send C.O.D. if you prefer. 

Thank you. 



"ALL INFORMATION CONTAINER 
HEREIN ^UNCLASSIFIED^ 
DATE44^BY«^%^ 

RtCOn UED-12 










'$# 



INDEXED-12 



I -JAN 28 1955 I 







1 , 



J 



a 



i 



t- 



January JP7 # 1955 



Ztecr 




-S0M9-A70 




Tour letter dated January 80 , 1955, hat 
received. 



In connection with 
TBI has never published 
mentioned* It is felt. 



your ft ret inquiry, 
a booklet of the type 
however, that you nay 



have reference to a pamphlet entitled "100 Things 
Tou Should Know About Communism, tn the V% S# 4«" 
^which was prepared and released by the Committee 
Aon Un-American Activities, U* 5# House of Repre- 
sentatives, Washington, 2> # C« I am enclosing a 
copy of this pamphlet, and there ts no charge for 
it. 



Concerning your second inquiry, I am 
unable to comment regarding it inasmuch as the 
F3I is a fact-finding agency and as such does not 
make evaluations or draw conclusions as to ths 
^character or tntegrity of any organisation, 
'^Publication or individual. I hope you will under* 
tand the reasons for thts and will not infer 
ther that we do or that we do not have infer- 
tion concerning the organisation you mentioned. 



COMM-FBI 

JAN 27 1955 

MAILED 19 



f\ >*- 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director^ 
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ings Tou Should Know About Communism. 

Correspondent inquired regarding National Council of 
Churches, Bufiles reflect that the Federal Council of _ 
Churches which was incorporated into the National Council 



w »„/ (Note continued on next page,) 



of 

rjA-P 







\ 



v> 



"-^el 









\ 



(V 




January 27 9 1955 



NOTE CONTINUED: 

Churches of Christ in American, was investigated with a 
limit to contacts with informants of the New York Office 
in 1950. tip data was developed indicating any Communist 
or subversive activity on the part of persons affiliated 
with this organisation. (100*50869) 
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Director, FBI 
C, **■ lork (9l»-0-4i27) 
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DATE: 1/26/55 



FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

OF~CHRiST IN AMERICA ' : 

* {FBI, Statistical Section) 

Rebulet \/\0/$$* 

lliss BETTI BENEDICT, secretary to DONALD BOLLES, Director, Public 
Relations Department, national Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
D«S.A., 297 Fourth Ave., H.T.C., which was formerly known as the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America, made available the enclosed 
releases all dated 7/30/5h which contain the information requested in 
rebulet* 

1. Number of Sunday School Students - 35,389,U66 r 

2* Number of Sunday School Officers and Teachers - 2,71*1,929 

3. Kumber of Schools (Church) - 262,081* ^ 

U. Total annual gifts and contributions to religious bodies - fl,U01,llh,217* 

BENEDICT advised that the above figures pertain to the calendar 
year 
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federation of 30 American Churches, with 35,500,000 
mbers, formed in 1950 to spread the Christian faith. 
Tying on the work of twelve interdenominational agencies 
home and abroad. The nation's largest religious body. 
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Note to Editors: 

Statistics from official statisticians of 
religious bodies do not include geographical 
breakdowns for states or cities. Nor do they 
include church attendance. 

Councils of churches, and local Catholic 
and Jewish authorities may provide estimates of 
local membership. 



FOR RELEASE IN AM'S, WEDNESDAY, AUG, 25 
GUARD AGAINST PREMATURE PUBLICATION 



NEW YORK, N.Y., Aug. 24 — The nation's religious climate— judged by statistics 
alone — has never been better than it is now. 

The United States has more church members, more Sabbath school members, more 
churches, and more ministers than at any time in its history. Church giving is 
also at an all-time high, and church building has expanded eight-fold since 1940. 

Hearken to other statistics from the Yearbook of American Churches, which put 

on the books for 1953 new, all-time records for religious life in America, under 

the impetus of a mid-century religious revival that has been sustained since 1940: 

Never before has such a large percentage of the nation's population been 
enrolled in the churches. 

Six out of every ten persons are on church rolls — Protestant, Roman Catholic, 
Jewish, and others. Percentage-wise it is 59*5, as against 49 percent in 1940. 

Thirty million have joined churches since 1940, to bring the total number of 
members of all religious bodies in continental U.S. to 94,842,845 ./'The net 
gain between 1952 and 1953 was 2,565,716 — a 2.8 percent rise. * 

The enrollment in Sunday or Sabbath schools skyrocketed three times faster / 
than church membership. An 8.1 percent gain brought the total to 35,389,466 — * 
mostly young people in Protestant Sunday schools. This all-time high, 
•'including 2,741,929 teachers and officers, represents 22 percent of the nation's 
population. 

Places of worship— churches and synagogues — increased 1.5 percent, in an effort 
to keep pace with the expanded membership. The 1953 additions were 9,082, and 
the grand total 294*359* 

Clergymen in charge of local churches increased from 183,899 to 207,618, and 
the total ordained — including those retired and engaged in non-pastoral work — 
is 338,250. The record of clergymen with charges is incomplete — from 200 of 
the 268 religious bodies. 

^Church building approaches the half-billion mark. The 1953 figure of 
■ $474,000,000 for new construction compares with $59,000,000 in 1940. 

t \ 
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^Statistics gathered in 1953 showed that people gave 8,9 percent more to 
I / Protestant and Orthodox churches than in the previous year. The total — a per 
v member average of $41.94 — was $1,401,114, 217. Figures are not made available 

by other religious bodies, but independent estimates indicate the. grand total 

exceeds two billion dollars a year. 

"A vigorous, sustained movement of Americans into the churches is reflected 
in every facet of the nation* s religious life," said Dr. Benson Y. Landis, editor 
of the Yearbook of American Churches. 

"Statistics measure the growth, but throw little light upon the .reason for 
this mid-century renascence. However, I believe the growth reflects shifting 
opinion in favor of a life that includes the spiritual and, in fact, is not complete 
without it. The unrelieved world crisis may contribute to the accelerated pace of 
the turn to the churches, but it must be remembered that there has been one crisis 
after another that has brought no sustained gains to the churches. n 

Dr* Landis said there were many other contributing factors to the growth of 
church and Sunday school memberships — a phenomenal increase in the birth-rate; 
effective evangelistic efforts of the churches; and population moving from city to 
suburbs, with an accompanying increase in new churches to serve them. 

Tfte Yearbook, published by the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the U.S.A., is the only source of statistical data for all religious bodies in the 
continental United States. The new figures, mostly for 1953 and collected from 
official statisticians of all faiths, will appear in the Yearbook for 1955, 
scheduled for publication September 15 • 

The 2.8 percent gain in church membership in 1953 compared with a population 
gain of 1.7. 

The nation's religiously-affiliated population of almost 95,000,000, when 
broken down into six major faith groups, shows the Protestants, with 55*000,000, 
first; Roman Catholics, with 31*000,000, second; and Jewish, with 5*000,000, third. 

The relative strength of Protestant and Roman Catholic groups has remained 
virtually constant for more than 50 years. 

From 1940 to 1953* Protestants increased from 37,814*606 to 55*837,325; Roman 
Catholics from 21,284,455 to 31*476,261. On a basis of ratio of membership to 
population for the same period, Protestants showed: 1940 — 28.7 percent; 1953 — 35«1 
percent* Roman Catholics showed: 1940 — 16.1 percent; 1953 — 19»8 percent. 

Figures for the six major groups in continental United States, for 1952 and 

1953* follow: 1222 1953 

Protestant 54,229*963 55*837,325 

Roman Catholic 30,253,427 31*476,261 

Jewish Congregations 5*000,000 5*000,000 

Eastern Orthodox 2,353*783 2,100,171 

Old Catholic and Polish National Catholic 366,956 366,088 

Buddhist 73.000 63.000 

, . 92,277*129 94*842,845 
(more) 
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There are also Muslims in the United States but the number is not reported • 

The unofficial census of religious bodies, embracing 255 groups, shows that 
98 .2 percent are concentrated in 77 • These groups, each with 50,000 or more 
members, include 16 that have more than 1,000,000 on their membership rolls. 

Furthermore, Dr. Landis points out, the division numerically in the ranks of 
Protestantism is not as wide as indicated by the number of denominations reporting — 
255. Out of 55,000,000 Protestants, about 85 percent are embraced within nine 
general denominational families. 

The Baptists are the largest Protestant groups. Divided among 25 bodies, 
there are 17,990,613. Methodists of 21 bodies are second, with 11,641,891. The 
largest single Protestant religious body is The Methodist Church, with 9,151,524. 
The Southern Baptist Convention, with 7,883,708, is second; and the National 
Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc., with 4,526,847, is third. 

The numerical increase in church membership was three times as fast in the 
period since 1940, as in the comparable period of 1926-1940. Ten million were 
added in the former period, compared to 30 million since 1940. 

A table provided by Dr. Landis shows: 

Year Local Churches Total Membership 

1926 232,154 54,576,346 

1931 238,966 59,797,851 

1936 245,422 63,493,036 

1940 244,319 64,501,594 

1950 281,511 86,830,490 

1953 294,359 94,842,845 

And to explode a widely-held notion that there were more religiously-minded 

Americans a hundred years ago than now, the Yearbook shows that less than 20 percent 

of the population held church membership in 18 50. More than three times this 

percentage now are members. 

-000- 
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bers, formed in 1950 to spread the Christian faith, 
c-.rytng on the work of twelve interdenominational agencies 
at home and abroad. The nation's largest religious body. 
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FOR RELEASE AUGUST 25, 1954 

(Guard Against Premature Publication) 



HIGHLIGHTS AT A (ZJiNCE 

from 

The Yearbook of American Churches for 1955 

published by the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
297 Fourth Ave., New York 10, N.Y. 

Church Membership 

More Americans belong to churches — Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, and others — 
than ever before in the country's history — a total of 94,842,854, or six out of 
every ten persons in the Continental U. S. 

Of the total U. S. population, 59 . 5 per cent are church members — a gain of 
2.8 per cent over the previous year as against a population gain of 1.7 per cent 
for the same period. 

Since 1940 the increase in church membership has been thirty million as 
compared with the years between 1926 and 1940 when the net increase was ten million. 

Population percentage-wise, the number of church members has swelled since 
1850. In that year 16 per cent of the population were church members. In 1900 
the figure was 36 per cent; in 1954 — 59.5 per cent. 

Major Faiths List Gains 

The biggest numerical gain in 1953 is shown in the Protestant Churches which 
added a total of 1,607*362 members — an increase of 3 per cent for a total of 
55,837,325. Protestant church membership is equal to 58.9 per cent of all U. S. 
church members, the same as in 1952 and in 1951. 

Gain in Roman Catholic membership in 1953 was 1,223,824 or 4 per cent for a 
total of 31,476,261. 

Population percentage-wise, the Protestants number 35.1 per cent in 1953 as 
compared with 28.7 ppr cent in 1940. Roman Catholics number 19.8 per cent as 
compared with 16.1 per tent in 1940. 

(more) 



The increase in Protestant church membership since 1926 has been 77.2 per cent. 
The increase in Roman Catholic membership during the same period has been 69.2 per 
cent. 

Neither gain nor loss is shown in figures for Jewish congregations. The figure 
listed for both 1952 and 1953 is 5,000,000. 

Local Churches 

Places of worship in the U. S. number 294,359 as compared with 289,934 in 
1952 — a gain of 1.5 per cent. Average number of members of each last year was 322 
as compared with 235 in 1926, an increase of 37 per cent and 265 in 1940, an 
increase of 21,5 per cent. 

Sunday and Sabbath Schools 

An unprecedented 22 per cent of the nation is enrolled in Sunday or Sabbath 
Schools in all religious bodies. The total is reported at 35,389,466, an increase 
of 2,750,587 or 8.1 per cent over the previous year. All but 7 per cent are 
Protestants. 
IS The number of schools listed in 1953 is 262,084 with a total of 2,741,929 
teachers and officers. 

Number of Clergy 

A total of 207,618 pastors having charges was reported by 212 church bodies. 
The total number of ordained persons reported by them is 338,250. 

Of this figure 189 Protestant bodies have 187,551 pastors with charges and a 
total of 287,593 ordained persons. 

The Roman Catholic Church lists 15,835 pastors with charges and a total of 
45,271 ordained persons. 

-000- 



A federation of 30 American Churches, with 35,500,000 

bers, formed in 1950 to spread the Christian faith, 

"N-^-'ying on the work of twelve interdenominational agencies 

at home and abroad. The nation's largest religious body. 
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FOR RELEASE AUGUST 25. 1?^ 

STATISTICS AT A GLANCE 

1953 Statistics an Religious Bodies in the 

Continental United States 

Compiled by 

The Yearbook of American Churches 

published by the 



National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. 
297 Fourth Ave., N.T., N.T. 



Continental United States 

Church Membership & Number of Churches - By Religiou s Groups 

Membership Churches 

Buddhict . 63,000 48 

Old Catholic and Polish National Catholic . 366,088 256 

Eastern Orthodox .' . . 2,100,171 1,340 

Jewish 5,000,000 3,990 

Roman Catholic 31,476,261 20,618 

Protestant 55,837,325 268,107 

Protestant Denomination Membership 

(The membership of major Protestant denominations is listed below. Figures 

given in parenthesis following the name indicate the number of member bodies 

reporting in the group.) 

Baptist (25 bodies) 17,990,613 

Protestant Episcopal 2,550,831 

Methodist (21 bodies) 11,641,891 

Lutheran (20 bodies) ••.... 6,608,951 

Presbyterian (10 bodies) 3,635,077 

Eastern Orthodox (19 bodies) 2,100,171 

(more) 
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Membership as Percentage of the Popq^fcon 



1850 1656 1930 4756 

I860 2356 1950 5756 

1900 36* 1953 59.556 

1910 4356 

Protestants as Percentage of the Total Population 

1926 27.056 

1940 28.7? 

1950 33.856 

1953 35.156 

Roman Catholics as Percentage of the Total Population 

. 1926 16,056 

1940 16.156 

1550 18.956 

1953 19.8? 

Major U.S. Church Bodies With More Than 1,000,0 00 Members 

Roman Catholic Church , 31,476,261 

Methodist Church • . . . . . 9,151, 524 

Southern Baptist Convention .••••••• ......... 7,883,708 

Jewish Congregations 5,000,000 

National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc. .... 4,526,847 

National Baptist Convention of America ••••••••• 2,606,510 

Protestant Episcopal Church . .. 2,550,831 

Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 2,492,504 

United Lutheran Church in America .••• • 2,061,004 

Lutheran Church - Missouri Sjynod •••.••,••• 1,850,100 

Disciples of Christ, International Convention 1,847,954 

Christ Unity Science Church 1,581,286 

American Baptist Convention 1,557,816 

Churches of Christ 1,500,000 

Congregational Christian Churches 1,283,754 

African Methodist Episcopal Church • • •••• 1,166,301 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints •• 1,077,285 

Greek Archdiocese of Worth and South America ••• 1,000,000 

-000- 
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Division of Christian Education 
COMMISSION ON GENERAL CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

9 Kest Adams Street (Adams Street st Michigan Aveaee) Chicago S, ] 



Officers of the Division 
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Rev. Fact. H.. Kino 

Associate Executive Director 
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Executive Director 
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General Secretary 
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February 1, 1955 



Mr. J* Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C» 

Dear Mr* Hoover: 

Tour letter of January 24 has been received along with 
the materials which you enclosed* 1 believe that there 
is a great deal in them that will be of very practical 
help to our committee. 

Thank you again for taking the time to care for our 
request* 

Sincerely, 

Mrs* Alice L. Goddard 
Executive Director 
Department of Children's Work 
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This Commission continues the educational work of the International Council of Religious Education 
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four letter ©/ March 85, 1 95S, tea oeea 
received, and while 1 would like to be e/ acrvtce, ft 
ts not possible to give any information concerning the 
organisation* and publication you mentioned. 

m ■'■ J »*•* *•' P*t** out that the TBI is primarily 
a fact^gathering agency, and ite ftlee are confidential 
and available for official use only. It t» not wtthtn 
the purview of cur investigative authority to draw 
eoncluetone as to the character er integrity of any - 
individual, organisation cr publication* 

I know you wtll understand the reason for 
fteee rulee and will not infer that the FBI does or doee 
not have information concerning the groups ~wou mentioned, 
I am taking the liberty of enclosing some material which 
you may find interesting. 



MAR 3 1 1955 




Sincerely yours. 



John Edgar Eoover 
Director ■ 
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Bo We 8tand Today With Communism *iK$etoi United Staffs? 

nmuniots are After Our Minds* V, ,, \J&':} .*. - c ^ 
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Freedom 



Mc Car ran Report on Communism 
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NOTE: Correspondent requests data c one minffFaf filiation 
or influences in the i(l)j ^hurch of ^ M y Brethren, (2) ttot 
Pmtpatten^tlitanJ^TrMtT^'' and (Sjlffitonai Council 
CT Churches. Bufiles 100-50669 indicates that a check 
._„.. .„ "** made »*** informants tn the Eew Tork area in 1950 

fife-DSD 7 2$&$u nin * th o L V^iongl Coun cil of Churches of Christ. 
V ArR « MCJdofta was developed indicating any Communistic or 
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NOTE (continued) 

subversive activities on the part of any persons 
affiliated with the organisation. .1" 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. U.S.A. 

Dear rs: piease ^^ the f ii ov/i ng inf oration in relation 
to *h° or-?n^atioLof%aited Church 77onen of Oklahoma, which is 
affiliated ^Ith t^ TatiSial Council of the Churches of Chrxst 

"sthis 'organization in sympathy or associated with the Com- 

laf xVTa'nf timeT IZly «J been subversive to our American 

Denoc*at^ c V.ay of Lif s * 

A s a citizen of this great country of ours, and one 
who is interested in the welfare of all worthy organizations, 
I desire this information. 



Yours truly, 
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Tour letter of May 3, 1955, has been 
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Althouoh I would ltke to be of service, 
information in TBI files is confidential and available 
for official use only. I would like to point out also 
that this Bureau ts strictly a fact-gathering agency 
and does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as 
to the character or integrity of any organisation tr 
individual* 

I know you will understand the reasons for 
these rules and will not infer either that we do or 
that we do not have the information you desire* 








Sincerely your*, 



John Edgar hoover 
Director 



Ttnterrowd _ 
Tele. Room . 
Hollonmn — 
Gandy 



66 



DCLsriop/d^S 

U 

COMM - f Bl 
MAY 1 1 1955 



Numerous inquiries concerning the National Council of 
Churches and its affiliated groups were received by the 
Bureau, and the only derogatory data concerning thess 
croups was received from rival church organizations. 
An investigWHM # »<$#*■ (ft our New York Office, in 1950, 
failed to disclose any facts substantiating subversive 
activities w Z tfte jj>Ar*.£/C *ny oAgJse affiliated with 
the Council. (100-^0669) ^^^^^ | E eiHMU)(ftl' / 
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is I 



Mr. Tolsoi 
Mr, Boardmsii — | 
Mr. Nichols- 
Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Harbo- 
Mr. Mohr- 
trams 




f / v 



■a 

I 




.— * s~ » 

-6, : ■' " " 



to MW 20 W5S 



V v 



. '»;- »..»AY !"■'■■ 



..:.***■•- » 



D0\6 



Office of Director 

federal bureau of investigation 
united states department of justice 




#JJk # Mr * Tolson S 

f f Mr. Ulchp^Tj 
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Harbo 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr, Parsons 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tamro 
Mr. Jones 
Mr. Sizoo 

Mr. wlnterrowd 

Tele. Room___ 

Mr. Hoi lowan 

Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandj 




It has been brought to my attention 

that your Department classified 

the Federal Council of Churches, the 

predecessor of the National Council of Churches 

the U.S., as subversive. I am writing to see if 

you will verify that accusation. Thank you for 

your attention to this matter. 
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four letter dated May 9, 1955, hao been 




Jn response to your inquiry, J mioh to 
adviee that the FBI hao never made a etate»e»t 
concerning the group you named, ainoe me are 
.strictly a /act-finding agency and do not make 
evaluations or draw concluoiono ae to the character 

r integrity of any organisation or individual, 
I mould like to take thio occaoion aloo to point 
out that information in FBI ftleo to confidential 
and available for official use only. 



J know you will understand the reaoon 
for theoe ruleo am mill not w 
do or do not have information concerning the 






mentioned. 
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infer either that ^-nS 

- 1 ** 




Sincerely your*, 

3. Iflgar Hoover 

John Edgar Soever 
Director 
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Buftlea reflect 'certain derogatory information, concerning 
1 Council of Churches, later incorporated into Nati onal 



Sizoo 

Vinterrowd _ 
Tele. Room . 

Hollomao 

Gaody 
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ederd*. w »-.>-»* ~j „,...-. -•.--, . )T> — «- - . 

Council OfVhurches of Christ Jjlj&teZJJlfU however, mucn oj-wria 
Wita—cnme -from- rival church groups. An investigation confined to 
contacts with informants of the Newjaxk Office in 1950, reflectec 
that no data was developed indicating any Communist or subversive 
activities on the part of any persons affiliated with this 
organisation. (100-50669). 

dent not identified in Bufiles, 
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^MATIOMAL COUMCIL OF CUURCUE8 

oroBBisr in ':M*a».hz. 

897 Fourth Avenue 
* Mew Jerh 10, Mew fart 

FOMD FOR TEE RWUBLIC 

The report •/ the Fund for th§ Republic, dated 3/31/33, 
stated that $10,000 had been awarded to the Department ef Raaial 
and Cultural Relet tons a/ the Motional Counctl 0/ Churches 9/ 
Christ tn U.S.A. (MCCC). This money fc*a te *a saarf /«r a a turfy 
a/ racial tffacrisisatloa* 

ffca Juraai* Aaa oondaatarf so tnvetttgatton concerning 
the MCCC. In Mevember, 1933, a pamphlet teeued by the organisa- 
tion otatod that the MCCC, which wee organised tn 1930, saa • 
fellowship 9/ thirty national demontnattone representing »oat •/ 
the major historic bodtee 0/ American chrtsttantty, except Roman 
Catholics. The membership 9/ the organisation at that time was 
83 million. (94-1-31672-11) 



Our files reflect voluminous oe rrespondeno e eonoeming 
; ( i Federal Council of Churches efQfist in America (FCCCA), the 
r~gpr tdeceseor of MCCC. Allegations have been received from 
^fiSrinlividuals and rival church groups stating that many leaders tn 
rsSfCWA follow the Communtst Party (Cf) line and have been member* 
■S 5a= a/f atmaroaa OF front groups. In July, 1930, the Mew Tor* Office 
Thrnducted an inquiry United to ccnftdenttal informants of that 
'iae ae well as public statements tssued by FCCCA and rival 
,-- — Srbantsatt one. Ihts inquiry failed to develop any substantial 
*>E ^^truirfanoa that the organisation wae Communtet dominated. Because 
€ri c/V*/ the controversial nature of both FCCCA and MCCC, the Bureau 
1Z> ; — ~^Vuia repeatedly declined to teeue a statement en the organisations. 
^ Z \i00-30B69) 
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tae t— There are lieted hereinafter typical example* of 

JnM ^controversial statemente which have appeared tn publications con- 

f!fZ Corning FCCCAand SCCCi 



A pamphlet entitled "Mow Med ie the Federal Council ef 

ToUoa Churches" :;«;<; published by the American Counctl of Christian 

Boards _x*ay»*n tn Madison, Wisconsin, which was copyrighted in 1949, set 
S^ — f orth a list of Counctl leaders, together wtth their affiliation 
\to\TLZZJbith cited organisations* The pamphlet stated that the FCCCA 
*went underground" tn November, 1950, by merging wtth c, dosen 



jkther interdenominational agencies under the name of National 
-Council of Churches of Christ tn the U m S.k*, but that the aims, 



Parsons 
Rosen _ 
Tamm _ 

w^rrowd ^programs and leaders were unchanged* / ()$ — /T f £_ ? — 

Tele. Room * •"" -■ ^-^ 

Gudy _^Z£.B. Rogers tpyp 

/Original - 100-391697 ft v\ 
{/ Fellow *». iiClQr&Qe&k \ V* \ 
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c V >#u* *a# Federal Council •/ Churchee* which was •» 
pww , ; -.r Mriouc attacks, particularly f ««uioi(«i Mdt is 
♦A*T^ ^ *•* "#•» D#* !• *»« Federal Council 9/ Churchee." the 
•x«cut*«* «o»»fttt# •/ JCCCtf •tat#<f t*at t&« Cousefl *«• ««plfofti9 
and vigorously repudiated Comauntomf that the men whe published 
the critical article concerning FGCCA mere Heo confused to he able 
to distinguish between the nan c/ progro99 cooking eooial reform 
within the general pattern 9/ 9ur American way 9/ life, <>»<***• 
Communiete who eeek to cverthrew cur eyotem,' (100-50869-184) 

Our filee contain a pamphlet entitled "What to Wrong 
with the Federal Council? Mow Known me th9 Motional Counotl 
of the Churchee 9f Chriet in the U.S.A," publiehed in 1950 by 
r. 0. Jr. Oarman. Dr. Oarman ie Freetdent •/ the American 
Council of Christian Churchee, which organi Motion apltt off 
from FCCCA in 1941* The publication etated that FCCCA ie 
antt-Amerioan and hac 9hampioncd a "naar Communism. m Dr. Oarman 
alleged the Rockefeller mi 11 tone have been tapped to finance the 
pet projecte 9f the Federal Counctl in tU efforte to destroy 
the free economy of America and to promote world 90otoltom. Our 
filee contain a pamphlet Pr. Oarman wrote in May, 1953, *<•*«»* 
Communiot front connections of 9ight translators •/ th9 Motional 
Counoil of ChuroheeJ revised etandard version of tha Bible, 
(94-37557-10, 10) ' 

During the review of our files, it »o« noted that much 
-■^ of the information appearing in the public oouroe otatemento 

Vn concerning alleged Communiot front activity •» ♦*• pert of lcadcra 

ia fCGCA and MCCC »a» taken from published reports •/ th9 IToutt 

Committee on Un-American Activities* 
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SAC, Hw York (9^0-^2?) 10/20/55 

Director, FBI (9*t-l-3l672) 

CHURCH STATISTICS 

(FBI, Statistical Section) 

Reurlet 1/26/55- 

In January of this year Hiss Betty Benedict, 
secretary to Donald Bolles. Director, Public Relations 
Department, Rational Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A. , 297 Fourth^venue. Hew York City, which 
was formerly known as the^ Federal Coun c il of Churche s 
of Chri st in A merican gave'you statistics UliiUli JUS 
forwarded to the* Bureau. We would like to fet similar 
information for the Calendar Year 195^. Items of interest 
are as follows: 

1. flumber of Sunday School Students. 

2. number of Sunday. School Off leers and Teachers. 

3. number of Sunday Schools or Schools (Church). 



h. Total #nnwi gifts and contributions to 
religious bodies. 
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At a Constituting Convention held 
in Cleveland. Ohio, Nov. 28 to Dec. 
1, 1950, the Federal Council of 
Churches "went underground" by 
merging with a dozen other inter- 
denominational agencies under the 
name National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the U. S. A. The Fed- 
eral Council will not surrender its 
legal charter, and its aims, pro- 
grams and leadership are un- 
changed, although it is operating 
under a new name. 
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November 17, 1955 
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Tour I*tt«r of November 10, 1955, with 
enclosures, has been received, and while I would 
like to be of service, information in the files 
of the FBI is confidential and available for offi- 
cial use only. 
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2 loouid Il*e to add that the FBI is a 
fnct-gathering agency and does not make evaluations 
or draw conclusions as to the character or integrity 
of any organisation, publication or individual, 
I an sure that you will appreoiate the need for 
such a policy and will not infer from my tnability 
u >V< o be of assistance either that we ds or that we 
:^\o not have the information you desire* 

C/^ oCj The Attorney General of the United States 

•'7T. y^ aa the authority to designate organisations as 

ubversive pursuant to Executive Order 10450, and 

ined by 
Just toe, 

\« NT"~ "■*" "* •""•" "t»vwitimw vr</uwi«u»tvn« OBctiOn, 

OON> Internal Security Division, Washington 25, 0. C. 
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Sincerely pours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Nichols. 
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Investigation ,.jbg the New York Office in 1950 reflected 
> data was developed indicating any communist or au6- 



NOTE: 
that no 

2I r ft£ W 5 activities vn the part'of'any persons 'affiliated 'with 
rtWi^^^^^^^SMrches, later incorporated into 
& NatTonal Counc.il. of Churches of C 



«» w w * v*»w v r j/vi ** vet* »'• vll 

Cfcrfat in America* (100-50869) 
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AISMAIL 



JJeor^^^ 

7our letter pea tsar Jted Movenber 20, 2955, 
with enclosures, has been received* 

iltfcouph J would like to be of eeruiee, 
information in TBI files ie confidential and available 
for off total use only, J would like to point out alee 
that this Bureau ie strictly a fact-gathering agency 
and does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as 
to the character or tntegrtty of any organisation, 
publication or individual* 

I know you will understand the reasons for 
these rules and will not infer either that we do or 



us* * 




tnformatton you desire* 
Sincerely yours. 



>«» 



John Edgar Eoover 
Director 
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Rosen - 

Tuin _ 
Sizoo _ 



NOTES; WttfiZe* $effie$l certain derogatory information co"n- 
\^erning Federal Council of Churches, later incorporated into 
Qja £tonal Council of Churches of Ch ri?$JLn Americq; however, much 
of^thls data came from rival church groups. An investigation 
confined to contacts with informants of the New York Office in 

, 1950, reflected that no data was developed indicating any \ 

m — ^Communist or subversive activities on the part of any persons 

affiliated with this organisation. (100-50869) Correspondent's 
enclosures were 2 three-cent stamps which are being utilised in 
v%^v h ^ f$f$qrding the acknowledgment Airmail* 
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November 23, 1955 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Attention: Director J. Edgar Hoover 

Dear Vx. Hoover, 

I am the Pastor of a small Baptist church located in 
Southern Wisconsin. This church. at present is a member of 
the American Baptist Convention. I want you to know that I 
am a born again Christian. That I realise that it wss no 
work of my own that gave me my Eternal Salvation but that 
through believing on the Lord Jesus Christ and the fact that 
He died upon the cross for my sin and that He arose again on 
the third day from the dead, I have eternal life, becaus© 
I applied personally to myself what Christ did for the whole 
world. Enough of my self f except to say, that I am a graduate 
of the Koody Bible Institute. 

I have recently brought up in my church board meeting that 
the American Baptist Convention is Modernistic, that is denies 
many of the Bible truths that are essential to S a ^ va tion or 
belief in God in any degree, and that also the Convention 
is a member of the National Council of Churches which to me 
is the very baby of Satan himself and is fed by communistic 
disciples who have twisted Binds and hearts. Now I realize 
that this is a strong accusation to make, but I have heard of 
men in the National Council of Churches that deny God Himself, 
Jesus Christ, and the Virgin Birth of Christ as well as His 
atoning death upon the cross # Is not this one offehe m*^p 
doctrines of the Communist Party? Alsc^s understood by the 
writer that the F.B.I, is aware of many of the leaders of the 
N.C.ofC. that are conneqtecLwith^bversive organizations. 

What I would appreciate YQU^idoing, is this:, 'Would Jw»* bet 
willing to send to me any ^^Ssftion that ca£ bB E £ad6 pJEDLc \ 
concerning your own opinion or the judgement of the F.B # I^jap#h 
this National Council of Churches? I understand that you are a 
Christian and I rejoice to knew that. Let me assure you that ^ 
ry personal prayers will be with you in your duty as the leaderv/ 
of the world f s Greatest and most efficient law enforcement agency 
I hope that you will be able to provide me with some Information. 
Thank you so very mach, 

c^T riienauj Country Cnuxcn wfiexz ur& "bt 
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December 8 1955 
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Jteor j 

Tour letter dated November 33, 1955, ha a been 
received, and I want to thank you for your prayers and 
your generous comments concerning the TBI* 

Although I mould like to be of service, 
information in FBI files is confidential and available 
for official use only. I would like to point out also 
that this Bureau is strictly a fact-gathering agency 
and does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as 
to the character or integrity of any organisation, 
^publication or individual. 

I know you will understand the reasons for 



these rules and will not 
that we do not have the 



infer either that we do or 
information you desire. 

Sincerely yours, 



3. Edgar Hoove* 

John Sdgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE: B ufiles 
cerning federal 



information con- 
incorporated into 



reflect certain derogatory 

Council of Churches, later 
National Council of Churches of Christ in America; however, 
much of this data came from rival church groups. An 
investigation confined to contacts with informants of the 
New York Office in 1950, reflected that no d$ta was-:- 
developed indicating any communist or subversive activities 
on the part of any persons affi^\a^6^ with this organisation 
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The Federal Bereau of 

Vs shin 5* ton D.C. 
Gentlemen, 
1£ I am f ohuroh worker 1 desire s 
It has he en talked around here tha 
df^lgin Ill.are^ affilleated with 
end~~the xxsxxxgj^E'etionai Council 
•and that the two above mentioned a 
Party; 1 

-also it is rumoted that they print 
Bihle end that it does not contain 
the iling James Version has. 
yould you please give us whet info 
matter and it will he greetely app 
Yours Very Trul 
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Your letter of December 7 # 1955 9 hat been re* 
ceived. While I would like to be of service in connection with 
your inquiry, data in the filet of the FBI U confidential and 
available for official uee only. 

Furthermore, this Bureau is strictly a fact* 
gathering agency and draws no conclusions as to the character 
.or integrity of any individual, organisation or publication* 

J^ Oh^ * • xa *"** you will understand the reason for 

£^ LiJN^tl ese rules and will not infer either that we do or do not have 
^3 £^ x* 1 formation concerning the subjects of your inquiry* 

' ^ Sincerely yours, 




DEC 1 B 1956 
MAILED 28 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



ToUoo 

Board imo 
Nichols _ 
Belmoot J 
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^_ -- NQTE: The National Council of Churches of Christ in America was 

^T p,«*iiMiied out of the Tederal Co uncil of Churches. Certain derogatory 

UlJ information received concerning the federal Council of Churches y - 

ZHXeSft to an investigation confined to contacts with informants 

New York Office in 1950/ 1 No datq.' wlls developed indicating aiiy 
_ communistic or subversive activities on the part of thi* ^organization 
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or any of the persons affiliated with it. (100-50869) 



Parsons . 

Roseo 

TafDn 

Sizoo 



RGErmeb 
(3) 



}>vA 



Vioterrowd _ 
Tele. Room . 

Hollonss 

Gsody 



Yl DEC" 2 '355 



V/ 



, k£ 




hs 



• 



4> 



\ 



& 






J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 

My dear Mr, Hoover: 

Recently I was severely ^criticized for belonging to a church (Methodist) 
that is a member of tl^^ational Council of Churches. I was told it 
was staffed and many of its important leaders were Communists or had 

O Communis tic leanings since they had been associated previously with 
Federal Council of Churches^ which definitely was Communistic. Natur- 
ally T~w2s* overwhelmed" by their accusations. I had no evidence to » 
refute their charges while they produced phamplets and other data on 
the subject. I was also advised that the new Revised Bible was written 
by persons with Communistic beliefs to stir up discontent among church 
peoples • 

Being a stubborn woman and one who likes to know the true facts about 
any situation, as near as possible , I am presumptuous enough to write 
asking for information. 

Is it true that the gatlojiaLJ/Ouncil of Churches has communistic ten- 
dencies? One of the phamplets given me to emphasize this point is 
published by tfc^Umerican Council of Christian I*aymen, 122 W. Washington, 
Ave., Madison 1, l Wisconsin, under the title: n How Red is" the (Federal) 
National Council of Churches? 11 I should like to quote one paragraph. 






Constituting Convention held in Cleveland, Ohio, Nov. 28 to 
1950 the Federal Council of Churches 1 went underground' by merg- 



"At a 

Dec l m 

ing with a dozen other interdenominational agencies under the name of 

ational Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. The Federal 
Council will not surrender its legal charter, and its aims, programs 
and leadership are unchanged, although it is operating under a new name 

There are many well known person's names listed as "pinks*,, whom I have 
admired through their writings and lectures for years. It is har£ tq 
believe that my ideas may need to be changed about them* * •"* V1, ** 



#i 



icp. 



* * - n 
Any information you can send me or where I may obtain such irffbftniation 

will be greatly appreciated f either good or bad. My faitH in myself and 

my fellowman has been rudely shaken. 
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Tour letter dot«d JforoH 6, 1956, has been 







Although I deeply appreciate the concern 
prompting your writing me 9 information in FBI ftleo 
ie confidential and available for official uee only. 
I would like to point out aleo that thU Bureau ie 
atrictly a fact-gathering agency and doee not make 
eualuatione or draw ooncluetone ae to the character 
or integrity of any organisation, publication or 
fndiotdual* 

I know you will understand the reaaone for 
he ee rulee and will not infer either that we do or 
hat we do not have the information you dee ire* 

Sincerely youre. 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Certain derogatory information received concerning the 
Federal Council of Churches Je d to an investigation 
confined to contacts of the New York Office in 1950. 
No data was developed indicating any subversive 
activities on the part of\±he organisation or any of 
the persons offiltated-jv-JVh it. (100-50869) v ' ; *'■•- 
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March 12, 1956 






Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 





I write to you seeking r ~Trirormation and help. A few 
weeks ago Edgar C^Sundy, of whom I know very little, 
spoke here in Lubbock. Most of his remarks were an at- 
tack against + K ^ M itinnn1 r ™"^i ** nhim^*^ one state- 
ment he made was, and I quote his exact words, "Communism 
has been most successful in the churches of America". 

I realize that in the church there are those who are 

extremely to the left, and those who have been misguided 

and led astray. I cannot, however, believe the above 

statement. 

I do not know how much information you and your depart- 
ment release or are permitted to release to the public. I 
would deeply appreciate, however, receiving any facts you 
could send me on these two questions. First, is it true 
that communism has been most successful in our churches, and 
if not are our churches a bulwark against communism? 

Secondly, is the National Council of Churches aiding 
communism by going along with communistic ideas such as col- 
lectivism and socialistic principles? Bundy made this claim 
in his address. 

I hope that my requests are not out of line. I will 
greatly appreciate whatever information you can furnish, and 
trust I will hear from you as soon as possible. 
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Dear 

Tour letter dated March 12, 1956, ha* 
been received. 

Although I mould like to be of service, 
information in FBI files is confidential and 
available for official uee only. I would like to 
point out also that this Bureau ts etrictly a /toot- 
gathering agency and does not make evaluations or 
draw conclu8ion8 as to the character or integrity 
of any organisation, publication or individual. 



§^ 



I know you will understand the reasons for 
these rules and will not infer either that we do or 
that we do not have the information you desire* 

t^UJ^^ Enclosed is some material available for 

*~ r— N§ general distribution by the TBI relating to the 
W tr.r S^'general subject of oommunism whioh you night like 
^ Vj to read. 



COMM - FBI 

MAJU61S56 

MAILED 30 
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Sincerely youre, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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> % statement 3/26/47 before Committee nan Un-A 

The Underground Tactics of the Communists - M7M " 

Unmasktflg The Communist liasquerader 

God Or Chaos? 

Where tyo We Stand Today With Communism In The JJ*S.?(\ 



-American 







Breaking the Communist Spell 

notions d jm f^ * > \ 

^-^=%^jr J&Qffie next page) 




:sa 



**>< 



< / j4* 






4t 



kSL 



a r 






B?-:'--; 



\) 



A<> 







Zetter tOi 



J/orcfc 26, 1956 



\V 



o 



NOTE: Bufiles reflect numerous inquiries have been received 
by the Bureau concerning Captain Edgar C* Bundy who has been 
conducting an a nticommunist lecturing tour throua hduthihe 
Unites 





The Bureau conducted an investigation confined to 
statistics of the New York Office relative to the Federal 
Council of Churches in 1950; no subversive activities disclosed* 
(100-50869) 
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The Honorable -<J. Edgar Hoover 

Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

- ■■ " r 



Washl^gton^,^. ,C^ ^ £ 



Dear Sir; 
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I am wopdering if your office can give me any information 
on thPfcational Council of Churches, and its counterpart, 
the World Council of Churches* That is, are these 
organizations questionable as far as their activities vith 
Soviet Russia are concerned. Should they be given financial 
support by our local churches. 

Many thanks for your help in this. 

Very truly 
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Toar tetter dated April 16, list, has been 



« »»«., , A**^ I wosld like to be of service, i 

J* F ?^^!! ? e0Bfld «*»l ■*« available lor official sse eS/ 

tact-gathering agency and does not make evaluation* or draw 
conclusions as to the character or integrity of any ortanitatLm. 
publication, or individual. "***™7 « "y organisation, 

•»!— . ^ _„ * ^,°T ywi wm ■»<te« , »tand the reasons lor these 

rnles and will not infer either that we do or thatwedo notSK! 
{*e information yon desire. active 
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Z*\. ^th^Bureau indicating any communist or sub* 

J part of persons affiliated with thP Nation] 
*Wfl$, ^ 4 ,956 



|P MAILED 20 





The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 







It has been reported in circles here that 
some of the members of the Board and Committee which 
gave us the Revised Standard Version of the Bible ^a 
are listed in your office as "subversives", J>^ 

Such accusation seems to me to be a very 
serious one, the truth of which seems incredible • 
However, because it is an issue in our community I 
am writing to ask you, if it is possible to comply 
with such request, to state whether any member or 
members of the Revision Board and Committee are now, 
Vlor have ever been, listed with you as Communists or 
ICommunist sympathizers or "subversives" • I am 
enclosing an official copy of a publication of the 
National Council of Churches, in which all names of 
scholars related to this work are listed on pages 
18, 19, 20, al and 22. 

Your kindness in replying to this inquiry 
will be most helpful in answering questions which 
have been raised in our community. Please accept 
my hearty thanks in advance. 
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Am Open tetter 

concerning the Revised 

Standard Version 
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to «fc* ~.JS Uld L Send their "«"•• ™* addresses 
to the pubhshmg houses of their denomi%t£sZ 

ru ■ . . *° the office of the 
O*™?" 1 > Christian EducZion, 
,„. National Council of Churches 
257 Fourth Avenue, New York iOJV £ 



DIVISION OF CHRISTIAN EDUCflJON 

National Council of the Churchej 

of Christ in the VSJL ' 

257 Fourth Avenue, New York 1Q,"n. y. 

79 E. Adam, Street, -Chicago 3. Blind, 
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June 4 $ 1956 
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Jour I«tt«r doted May 84, 1956, with the 
enoloeure, ha* been received and the tntereet which 
prompted your communication ie indeed appreciated* 

In reeponee to your inquiry, I wimh *• 
adviee that the FBI, ae a faot-gathoring agency, 
doee not ieeue evaluations of organieattcne, 
publteationo or individuals under any circumstance o* 
Furthermore, data contained in the filee of thie 
Bureau ia maintained ae confidential and available 
for official uee only in accordance with a 
Departmental regulation* No inference ehould be 
drown because of my inability to be of ae el stance 
that we do or do not have in our filee information 
concerning the individuals of interest to you* 

Sincerely youre, 
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JUN-41956 

MAILED 24 



John Sdgar Eoovcr 
Director 
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&4C, Jndianapo2is; 

Correspondent asks whether any of the 
members of the Revision Board and Committee whose 
names are set out on pages eighteen through twenty-two 
of an enclosed pamphlet and who prepared the Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible have been listed by the 
FBI as subversive. The letter states that the Bureau 
has reportedly listed those individuals. 

s His letter enclosed a j&Mphl&i entitled 

jQ'An J?pen Letter Concerning the Repised Standard 
Version of the £ibj&j% issued by the ^Division of 
"Christian Educati on }~jfati onal Council of _the^ 

cl }^TShll^ °£J?hr£i$J^P* e u *3m%^* ~~25 r * f Fourth 
"Avenue, New York 10, N. 7., and 79 E. Adams Street, 
Chicago 3, Illinois. " 

Bureau files contain no information 
identifiable with correspondent. The files reflect 
receipt of numerous inquiries concerning the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A. and individuals affiliated with the group 
which has been severely criticised by rival church 
groups who have used part of a statement by the 
Director before the Un-American Activities Committee. 
An inquiry confined to contacts with individuals 
was wide by New York Office in 1950 and disclosed 
no evidence of subversive activities on the part 
of the individuals affiliated with the organisation. 
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Tour letter p*ftaarfc*d Jiiiit II, 1856, 
with the enclosure has been received* Teu may 
be assured that the observations set out in your 
communication are being made a matter of record 
in the /ilea of this Bureau* 

Very truly youre 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 






i 




cc - Memphis 

Correspondent 9 s letter consisting of three 
pages is somewhat rambling and states in substance as 
follows: t 

She is concerned about some "stupid 
organisation" permitting Russian church leaders 
'to. tour the United States. She would like to 
coHduct a surveillance on those Russians if 
she knevQthey would not kill her* She requests 
that thi^ National Council of Churche^ be 
investigated for sponsoring the Russians. 
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' ,Rer letter enclosed a 
reporting, a religious ceremony 
Russian church leaders. 



newspaper clipping yy^\\ 
involving one of the 
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The files reflect that an inquiry confined to 
contacts with informants was made by New York Office 
in 1950 pertaining to the National Council of Churches 
and disclosed no evidence of subversive activities on 
the part of individuals affiliated with the organisation. 
Coverage of the Russian church leaders was given in 
accordance with Bureau instructions, (100-50869) 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 
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I read, with much interest, your article in The Sunday Bulletin, 
titled, w America Needs Pull-Time Patriots". 

(After reading your article, I am anxious to know your opinion 
of our collaboration with the Red Clergy, through exchange visits 
arranged for by the National Council Churches. 

As you. probably, already, know there is a minority group known as 
the American Council of Christian Churches raising opposition 
in this issue but with relatively small support. 

Your opinion in this matter will be very much appreciated. 
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„ ,.. roor If **» r *»*•<* MV *, 1956, hat been received, 
and although I would like to be of oervtoe, ft is not within 
the area ©/ ny authority to nake evoluattone or draw conclusions 
ae to the character or integrity ef any organisation, publteatton 
or individual, * r 



regard* 



J know that you will under etand my po%ttion in thto 

Sincerely yourt, 



John tdgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE: _Bufiles contain no record on correspondent. 
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September 3, 19 5f 



r.r. John Edrar Foover 
Director of F. B. I . 
'Washington 25, D. C. 

Desr I'r. Foover: 

Your articles In various Christian magazines 
indicate that you are a men of sound convictions;, be- 
cause of this fact I call you the enclosed bn^yiet ; 
J^'.^s t Is Wron g' vl th the _Fed.eral Council" nov known as 
' - ' t^e C2f,Ttl onal^Councjl of "the Churches of Chrl^tMn the 




/* 



& 



U. S. A. 
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do wonder, 
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and not man 1 s philosophy t 
to fit his Communistic and 
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Socialistic Ideals 
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Your reading of the booklet and your commentary 
on the eame would be appreciated. I will respect you 
end vour Judrrrwnt If vou deeir/best not to exoress your- 
self concerning It. •"•'^ ttZjzU'MZ 
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n Jesus soith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometb unto the Father, but by me.' 
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What Is 




with the 

FEDERAL COUNCIL? 

now known as the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U. S. A. 



W&fr 






Revised 1950 Edition 



'1 confess to a real apprehension so long as 
Communists are able to secure ministers of 
the gospel to promote their evil work." 

J. Edgar Hoover 



By 
W. O. H. GARMAN 

President (1947-50) 

American Council of Christian Churches 

15 Park Row, 

New York 7, N. Y. 

Literature Item No. 100. For addition*! copies use th^ number. 
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your letter dated September J, 195&$ and enclosure 
have been received and the interest which prompted your 
communication is appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance to you, 
I must advise that my official position precludes me from 
rendering opinions, guidance or suggestions to you, I am 
certain that upon reflection you will understand the wisdom 
and necessity of such a policy. 

You may be interested tn the fact that the statement 
attributed to me on the cover of your enclosure ts an excerpt 
from a statement J made on March 26, 194?, before the Committee 
on Un-American Activities, House of Representatives, 

I am enclosing a copy of this statement for what 
interest it may be to you. The excerpt quoted appears on 
Page 12 and I know you will realize when you read this passage 
tn context that I was not making reference to any particular 
organisation or. religious denomination* * *? Co 
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Sincerely yours, f^ % ^ 



J. Edgar Hoover. 1 

John Edgar Hoover 3 
^ect^r-r, nl'.,;i* 
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Note on yellow continued from page 1: 

regarding National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
USA (NCCC). Pamphlet attempts to connote communist infiltration 
and domination to NCCC and quotes statement of Director which is 
accurate although incomplete and is taken from Director's statement 
before Committee on Un-American Activities (CUAA). Page J of 
pamphlet states because of certain activities by NCCC, there is 
talk of FBI and CUAA making public investigation. 

Previous cordial correspondence with Carman who has 
been most complimentary of Director and FBI. (IOO-50869) 

Numerous inquiries have been received regarding NCCC 
and individuals affiliated with the group which has been severely 
criticized by individual church groups and inquiry confined to 
contacts with informants of the New York Office in 19$0 disclosed 
no evidence of subversive activities on part of the individuals 
affiliated with the organization. (IOO-50869) 

Correspondent requests Director's commentary regarding 
pamphlet. Enclosure is statement by Director before Committee on 
Un-American Activities, House of Representatives, March 26, 1947, 
Washington, D.C. 
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Tour letter postmarked October 24, 1056, has 
been received. 

Although I would like to be of service, information 
In FBI files is confidential and available for official use only. 
I would like to point out also that this Bureau is strictly a fact- 
gathering agency and does not make evaluations or draw con- 
clusions as to the character or integrity of any organization, 
publication or Individual* , 

I know that you will understand the reasons for 
these rules and will not infer from my Inability to be of assistance 
either that we do or that we do not have the information you desire, 

There is enclosed, however, some information 
relating to the subject of communism which I hope you will find 
of value. 

Sincerely yours, 
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John Edgar Hoovelg 
Director 
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Office lAemorandum • united states government 

957/ 

lr Tolson . 
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to : v Mr. TolsodX__ oatb: January 2, 1957 



iv if 1 Olson —,* 

p*om : L. B. Nicho\s\*l ^^* * „ -viS- BcSSfe?^ 




subjbct: ^NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES & 



i * ' Parsons 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter _ 
Nease 




TeJe. Room _ 

Russell Maguire, the Publisher of "American Mercury*' Hoiiomon — 
magazine, while recently in the Bureau, gave me the attached copy of p °py 
an editorial he has written for his own signature to appear in the March, /^r ■ * -**'*'* 
1957, issue of "American Mercury" wherein he takes the National Council 
of Churches to task. He was handed the attached pamphlet written by 
Dr. Billy James Hargis of Tulsa, Oklahoma, who indicts the National .,£ $Jj 
Council of Churches on "50 Counts of Treason to God and Country. •• ^" L 
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of Churches hart Just . 

the Kvialoaa will propose to the General Board air the Cottnoii that it 
a gc*d»in delegation of prosdnent Aaerleaa Pretostant leadcre to' Ooieeaidet t&cLai 
to eatablleh relatione with th» •Chrietian ehorohaen la ltd China«C' 'iauiioalPli" "'•): 
clergymen actually propose to drive a broach Into our aatloa'e boycott 'of "awT%£ '"'■■'.: 
Qdna • a boycott which ata boon official .tMri^a ja^tiy "'—^ t < ^ T '-^' T ' -""-^' - - 
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•: ; .',*! lr * t •* «^ there are no ^hrlatian ehorchmea la Bed Ohina% whom the dele- 
gotten aould rlelt. do only Qhlneao who today pabUaly call «»eaeelveo 6hrletlan, 
In Bed China, v aaaqaeradlng Ooaaunlatt who have boon plaaied la &o f ox 



chorchee to take them over, tad convert them late eoaimnlat goverment agenoiea. 
Bio actoal Ohrlatiana^ who are etill la China, are either la pt^oi^'^iihit^^i 
work caapt, or alee they are covering la fear and terrorist* 
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Mackay, Prealdent of frlneeton theological Seminary, hat etar heard of the oo-oalled 
"Chrietlan Kanif eoto* which eTery clergymen In China mat forced to olgn in 1956 . 
ander penalty of eapalelon froa Me palplt. •••- ££. •#*>;.. ;.-J';;.. '-v^v. Vw:'v^ : ^ ; .^i?-. - V '.'••' 
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attend eenrlees* Oonnsnistt keep « close telly on ehoreh attendance end tfxoe* eel 
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the Christian list arc subjected ie stern diserlxiinetica*. 
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Hbat ie the perpose of Dr. Hackay'o proposed 
. Since they sill be enable ie eonteet the true Obrietlen'Siidergroa^'ii^^ 
e feir preenentioa that they propose fe freteralme # ■■ f oil mrThnrntienn ■ eitii the •>,: 
Ee4 egente iei'0 ere now operating the ferWehe*^' e* peliiioil 
Sr # Meokey end hie eospenions will dignify theee ignoble Peldag ••U-oate "by ''®> 
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eleeping hende vith then ee fello««Chrietlene* in doing eo they nill -''dishonor the * 
hereie fight «Meh ie being nede from the nndergnoond by the 50/>* of th* Oiineee ^. 
Christian clergy eho refueed to eign the ' <Kenifesto». ■ '"' < l ' : :- : -: -'1* ^S^*^^* 
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It ia important to note that fir* Mackajr blasolf is an old band at urging -Hi'?- ± .-■ 
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American Protestants^ behind hie aeheB»ings # that Is another aatter^^^^'^V^^ 
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Billy lames Hargis, 0.0. 
P. 0. Box 977. Tulsa, OMa. 
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About The Author .... 

Billy James Hargis, D. D., president and founder of 
CHRISTIAN CRUSADE, is fast becoming recognized 
as America's most fearless leader in a militant, all-out 
fight against Apostasy and Communism in our 
Churches and in Government. 

Leaving a comfortable and prospering pastorate to 
organize this Crusade, Dr. Hargis was inspired by the 
vision of a mighty movement which would not be lim- 
ited to one group, but would awaken God's people 
everywhere. It is to this purpose that he has dedicated 
his life. 
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TREASON 

"The betrayal of a trust or 
confidence; breach of faith; 
treachery; violation by a sub- 
ject of his allegiance to his 
sovereign or to the state ..." 

The New Century Dictionary. 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES INDICTS 

THEMSELVES ON 50 COUNTS Of TREASON 

TO GOD AND COUNTRY 

By BILLY JAMES HARC1S, D. D. 
"For there shall arise false Christs and false prophets ... if 
it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect"— Matthew 24:24. 
"For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 
themselves into the apostles of Christ, and no marvel: for Satan 
himself is transformed into an angel of light"— II Corinthians 
11:13, 14. 

"Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? 
is anti-christ that denieth the Father and the Son. Whosoeve' 
denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father"— I John 2:22, 23. 

The National and World Council of Churches came into exist- 
ence through a series of events that began in 1907. Dr. Harry F. 
Ward, who for twenty years was professor of Christian Ethics in 
Union Theological Seminary, led in the organization of a group of 
socialist clergymen into a movement called "The Methodist Federa- 
tion for Social Service" in 1907. Page 2084 of the Congressional 
document, "Investigation of Communist Activities in the New York 
City Area," dated July 7, 1953, has this to say about this organiza- 
tion: "The Methodist Federation for Social Service was organized by 
a group of socialist-Marxist clergymen of the Methodist Church, 
headed by Dr. Harry F .Ward, twelve years before the organization 
of the Communist Party in the United States in 1919." This was the 
first united effort to organize the clergy of America, and to get thejM 
committed in a scheme for socialist reform. To show the thinking 
of Dr. Ward, in a radio broadcast, May 21, 1946, he stated: "The 
Soviet Union is progressing and growing up economically and polit- 
ically since the time of the Czars, while capitalist society is starving, 
and going down." As established, the Methodist Federation for 
Social Service provided the leaders for the establishment of the 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America in 1908. 

In a Constituting Convention held in Cleveland, Ohio, November 
28-December 1, 1950, the said convention of churches "went under- 
ground" by merging with a dozen other interdenominational agents 
under the name of National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
United States. 



in 1948 at Amsterdam, The Netherlands, the Federal Council ' 
of Churches further broadened its activities by establishing the 
World Council of Churches, which is dominated by the American 
leaders of the National Council of Churches. Although the Federal 
Council now operates under the name of National Council and World 
Council of Churches, its program, aspirations and leadership are 
unchanged. 

One of America's most brilliant anti-communists, J. B. Mat- 
thews, states: "Communists have been successful in enlisting sev- 
eral thousand Protestant clergymen in support of their objectives 
... the Kremlin has done its work well." 

Herbert Philbrick, author of "I Led Three Lives," for nine years 
an undercover agent for the F. B. I., said: "We are losing the fight 
with Communism . . . there are more names of ministers than any 
other profession on the list of Communist supporters in this country 
Protest this to your religious leaders ... if their name is on the 
list, demand that they withdraw from it or kick them out of your 
church organization ..." These straight-forward words are from 
Mr. Philbrick's speech before the Daughters of American Revolu- 
tion, April 18, 1956. 

Paul said: "Expose them which cause divisions and offences 
contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. 
For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own 
belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the 
simple" (Romans 16:17, 18). In obedience to this Divine Command 
to expose the enemies of the historic Christian faith, I now indict 
the National and World Council of Churches on 50 counts: 



ARTICLE l 

NATIONAL COUNCIL LEADERSHIP BRANDED PRO-COMMUNIST 

BY GOVERNMENT AGENCY IN 1935 

United Slates Naval Intelligence in 1935 reported that the Federal Council 
of Churches was subversive and was one of the strongest of the organizations 
"which while not openly advocating the 'force and violence' principles of the 
Communist party give aid and comfort to the Communist movement and party 
... It is a large radical pacifist organization and probably represents 20,000,000 
Protestants in the United States. However, its leadership consists of a small 
radical group which dictates its policies. It is always extremely active in 
any matters against national defense." 

Since that time the activities and policies of the Federal Council have not 
improved one whit. 

ARTICLE 2 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES SPONSORS AMERICAN 
TOUR OF COMMUNIST CLERGYMEN 

The National Council of Churches brought Metropolitan Nicolai of Moscow, 
Russia, to the United States, June 2, 1956, to speak in selected churches under 
the auspices of the National Council of Churches. 

The record of Metropolitan Nicolai: 

In charge of Foreign Relations of the Russian Orthodox Church 

—Member of Presidium of the Communist World Peace Council 

Leader in charging germ warfare and U. S. aggression in Korea 

—Awarded Soviet Union's Red Flag Order of Work 

—Led Communist "World Peace Congress" in Stockholm, Sweden, April 
7-10, 1956. 

The Metropolitan, speaking against the United States, said: "The idea 
hatred of humanity are inoculated in children and young people on a b^ 
scale in the U. S. A. . . . It is thus that the American kindlers of war try 
raise murderers from their tender years. Thus the enemies of peace desire 
to corrupt the minds of people and force them to be submissive participants in 
unheard-of evil deeds against humanity." "Hitler and his servants might well 
have envied General MacArthur and his fellow-champions in the Korean ag- 
gression." "Apparently, the bestial aspect of imperialism can change only 
in one direction— become still more ferocious, dreadful, merciless." 
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ARTICLE 3 

LAJOS VETO, LEADER OF WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, 

IS RED LEADER BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN 

Lajos Veto, member of the Central Committee of the World Council, is 
the publisher of the Communist Hungarian Church Press, director of the 
Lutheran Church, a member of the Communist party and a member of the 
Communist Parliament of Hungary. 
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ARTICLE 4 , 

ALBERT BERECZKY, ANOTHER LEADER OF THE WORin 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, IS MOSWW-PKKED 
COMMUNIST STOOGE 

. Comt^l^ of Hungary, was 

which received the wir d CouSs Snt^ r^' t""" 8 " ° f the c ™"»ttee 

ARTICLE 5 

JOSEF HROMADKA IS COMMUNIST SPOKESMAN 

IN THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

^^7loZT^ZM%L^^ h ;^ omm r m ' is a spokesman *» 

delegation to Moscow celebraS tho S» • ** " member of an official 
declared: "There «fets a much n ,«r ann,versar y »f the Revolution, he 
rupted atmosphere £ 'nT Wes? "^ ^^ ^'^ and uncor " 

'"mVe^^^ PeaCe A ™ d 

confessed that ho hi* k 7 ,le ,n the United S^tes in 1954 he 

and a Christian .- 6VC * ,S P0SS,ble to •» bot h a Communist 

ARTICI T** R 

WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES HAS LEADERS WHO ARE 

PLEDGED TO THE COMMUNIST REGIME 

IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

^ir^l^^^TZZs^^ paries of its 
oath: "I promise on mv honor fL • G ° SpeL ^omadka took this 

siovak BJ3!^L^l^^S^J2 ,e, T , - be faithful to the Czech0 " 

take anything wnSU to it^fiL* " 310 0rder ' and * shaU not «"**•- 
the people's demS s£, Tf?, """^ a " d integrity - ^ a citi « n of 
hereJt in my officTaiS T&£S^F e ~%?* ,wrfnm the duties in ' 
efforts at C^I^^^'raKSTSX* ""* * 

ARTICLE 7 

COMMUNIST PARTY LEADER IS OFFICER IN WORLD 

COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

Bisho"h^ Part * «- Chechoslovakia, is the 

mittee of tee WorW Council A huh "T * member of the Central c ™' 
Pointed to his postboy"! SJESL? *" "^ ^^ h ° - <*" 



ARTICLE 8 

C °w«. U , N r! S !i HURCMeS ,H POtAND HEADED BY 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OFFICERS 

«*. ss , - 'sr^i J£Sk , sA2 ,, -!r*^-- "*» 
* .««,« o, ,„. c„„ h ,„ ^sssi2rsu?£: dir " ,cd 

These communists have infiltrated th*» nh.^u 
proval of Western church leaders Th eJ t n T> ° PCrate *"* the a P" 

existence between the East and West testifv'.o m propa « anda for co- 

for the Gospel, propaganda for ^e party ffne in fo?' Sm V- subs «tution 
the decisions and resolutions adopted whJh V ?*" affairS> intl ™™* 
propaganda, and are handed ^ Cugh he SS?£ * *?*? Party ,ine 
churches and puo.ished in their d^ftSt^ £MtV25 

ARTICLE 9 
In, many official pronouncements, the Federal Council „« »» i, * * 

set c " p " a,,s '" and ,h « *— - -stfritcsis 

social planning and control of thm~7?' .. chur <*es should stand for 
nomic processes'" * Cred,t and mmeta *y ^sterns and the eco- 

The following year, 1933. the Council officially declared- «n,o n. • « 

absolute freedom, and furthe -stated • "Manv L^/"^ P*"** as a * 
war system." mro1 inan characterized our pre- 

of both Communism and IiSlSEXSE^iff"^^ *» ide ° logies 
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ARTICLE 10 - , . . 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES LEADER 
PRAISES SOVIET REVOLUTION 

"Is it not probable that the greatest event of the 20th century thus far 
is the Soviet Revolution and all it has meant to human welfare?" (Prof. 
Jerome Davis, long time member of the Federal Council inner circle.) 

ARTICLE 11 

GENERAL SECRETARY OF NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

ATTACKS AMERICAN PRIVATE ENTERPRISE 

"The principle of competition seems to be nothing more than a partly 
conventionalized embodiment of primeval selfishness." (Samuel McCrea Cal- 
vert, general secretary of National Council, in an official council publication.) 

ARTICLE 12 

FAMED NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES EVANGELIST 

SAYS COMMUNISM PRODUCED BY GOD 

* 
"When the Western World was floundering in an unjust and competitive 
order ... God reached out and put His hand on the Russian Communists to 
produce a juster order and to show a recumbent Church what it has missed 
in its own gospel." (E. Stanley Jones, Federal Council-sponsored preacher 
and speaker.) 

ATICLE 13 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES LEADER 

REPUDIATES CHRISTIAN RELIGION 

"The Christian religion is not a suitable religion for today." (Edward C. 
Lindeman, Federal Council Commission on research, and editor, 1939 and 1940.) 

ARTICLE 14 

FRIEND OF NATIONAL COUNCIL LEADERSHIP SAYS 

THAT MARY WAS A HARLOT AND JESUS' 

FATHER WAS A GERMAN SOLDIER 

Nels F. S. Ferre is Professor of Philosophical Theology at Vanderbilt 
University School of Religion. He is in much demand as a speaker in churches 
and denominational schools. He has lectured at the Southern Baptist Semi- 
nary in Louisville. He has been scheduled to speak for youth groups in the 
Southern Baptist Convention. He is highly recommended by practically every 
high official in both the National and World Council of Churches. The fol- 
lowing vicious and blasphemous attack upon the Lord Jesus Christ is taken 
from Ferre's Book, "The Christian Understanding of God," published by 
Harper & Brothers. Page 191, "Strange, however, is the hold which this doc- 
trine (the Virgin Birth) in its more literal form has on countless people 
Reference to the Virgin Birth is not found in Paul's letters, the earliest writ- 
ings we have. It is not found in Mark, the original gospel. It is not found 
in the various epistles of the New Testament. It is not found in the Johannine 
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tradition. As a matter of fact, the reference in John to the claim by the 
Jews to the effect that they were not born in adultery, could give external 
credence to a Nazi claim that Jesus was German. 

"Mary, we remember, was found pregnant before her engagement to mild 
Joseph. Nazareth was hard by a Roman garrison where the soldiers were 
German mercenaries. Jesus is also reported throughout a continuous part 
of the history of art, it is claimed, to have been blond. 

"This supposedly is unnatural for the Mediterranean countries where this 
same tradition started and was continued. Hence Jesus must have been the 
child of a German soldier. 

"After all, the claim develops, such is the experience of many girls near 
military camps. His great genius, spiritual agony, and serene victory would 
thus be accounted for, as far as the unusual conditions go which gave Him 
the chance to respond in an exceptional manner in the fullness of time. 

"Such an interpretation has been made of His life, AND WHO CAN DENY 
THAT SUCH A CONJECTURE COULD BE TRUE?" 



ARTICLE 15 

DARLING OF NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES ATTACKS 
EVERYTHING HELD SACRED BY CHRISTIANS 

Ferre has written another book, "The Sun and the Umbrella." A review 
of this book appeared in the "Sword of the Lord," edited by Dr. John R. Rice 
of Wheaton, Illinois, and from which the following extracts are taken: 

Bible. "The Christian Church has no significant future till it puts away 
traditionalistic orthodoxy" ... (p. 87). This kind of theology "has to be chal- , 
lenged, fought and slain." (p. 79). 

The Person of Christ. "He is at best a vague figure" and has been my- 
thologized. (p. 115). "Jesus never was nor became God" (p. 112). He was not 
pre-existent, Ferre says. "Such is the nature of the grand myth which at its 
heart is idolatry." (p. 83). 

The Resurrection. "It seems appropriate that He (Jesus) . . . was allowed-^ 
to return to earthly life ... to encourage His followers . . . But we kno\j^^ 
neither that this event actually happened nor exactly what took place" (p. 115^^ 

116). 

As to the Second Coming. "It semes doubtful Jesus ever taught such a 
doctrine" (p. 33). 

The Bible. "The use of the Bible as the final authority for Christian 

truth is idolatry" (p. 39). ; 

Church. There can also be "the Hindu branch of the Church of the. 
Living God" (p. 122). "Hinduism is good and wise" (p. 117). "What a spiritual 
people this religion has produced!" (p. 119). 

For Communists Ferre has an approach. "They are too sharply aware 
of the imperfect parts of the Bible and too honest with the truth" (p. 129). 
"We shall witness to the Communists because whatever truth is theirs we ac- 
cept wholeheartedly, and beyond their truth lies God*s truth" (p. 156). 
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ARTICLE 16 • . . • 

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES PUBLISHED A NEW 

BIBLE WHICH ELIMINATES REFERENCE TO THE VIRGIN 

BIRTH OF CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

The prophecy of the virgin birth of Christ is eliminated from the Old 
Testament. Isaiah 7:14, the beloved passage used particularly at Christmas 
time, has been changed. The word "virgin" in reference to the coming 
Messiah has been removed, and the words "a young woman" have been sub- 
stituted. Yet, Matthew 1:22 specifically declares that this prophecy was 
given by the Lord, "spoken of the Lord by the prophet," and had been ful- 
filled in the birth of Jesus Christ of the virgin Mary. 

The King James Version of Isaiah 7:14 reads: "Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son and shall call his name ImmanueL" 

The new National Council Bible reads: "Behold, a young woman shall 
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name ImmanueL" 

ARTICLE 17 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES COPYRIGHTS THE WORD 
OF GOD, WHICH IS UNHEARD OF IN CHRISTIAN HISTORY 

The copyrighting of this Bible by the National Council of Churches makes 
it the National Council Bible. 

It is explained in the preface that this copyright is made in order to 
prevent the corrupting of the text, but this copyright gives the NCC exclusive 
control over the use to which the book shall be put, and no publisher may be 
permitted in any extended manner to quote or use this book without the 
permission of the NCC. The King James Version is not copyrighted by 
anyone and it has not been corrupted. The National Council of Churches 
in holding the copyright also receives the financial royalties from the sale 
of the book. This represents definite commercializing of the Bible by the 
NCC and making merchandise of the Scriptures for their own pecuniary profit. 

ARTICLE 18 

TRANSLATORS OF NATIONAL COUNCIL BIBLE HAVE 
COMMUNIST-FRONT RECORDS 

Who are the men who translated this Bible? The committee is headed 
by Dr. Luther A. Weigle, former head of Yale University Divinity School, an 
outspoken modernist, and former Federal Council president. 

Dr. Weigle has been affiliated with the Co-ordinating Committee to Lift 
the (Spanish) Embargo, cited by the Congressional Committee on Un-American 
Activities as one of a number of front organizations set up by the Communist 
Party during the Spanish Civil War. He was also affiliated with the North 
American Committee to aid Spanish Democracy, cited as a Communist front 
by the Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities; and affiliated 
with the National Religion and Labor Foundation set up by radicals in 1932 
to propagandize "the new social order." 

He was a signer of the "World Tomorrow" Poll and voted in favor of 
socialism, a drastic increase in inheritance and income taxes, and for a co- 
operative commonwealth instead of capitalism. 
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The committee actually included in its membership a Jew, Harry M. 
Orlinsky, of the Jewish Institute of Religion, New York. A Jew does not 
accept the deity of Christ, but is unitarian in belief, and this helps to explain 
the unitarian emphasis dealing with the passages referring to the Messiah. 

Walter Russell Bowie, of Union Theological Seminary, worked on the 
New Testament. He is well known as a radical, and has 1 been a member of 
a number of Communist front organizations. Dr. Bowie was related to the 
American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born, cited as subversive and 
Communist by Attorney General Tom Clark. This committee is said to be 
one of the oldest auxiliaries of the Communist Party in the United States by 
the Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities. He was a member 
of the Civil Rights Congress, listed as subversive and Communist by Attorney 
General Tom Clark. All together he has been named on 15 Communist or 
Communist-front organizations. 

It should be observed that four of them are of Union Theological Semi- 
nary, New York City, hotbed of modernism and socialism; three of Yale 
Divinity School, a center of socialism and modernism, 

ARTICLE 19 

BRITISH LEADER OF WORLD COUNCIL OF 

CHURCHES PRAISES RUSSIA 

An Associated Press dispatch from Sheffield, England, reports Dr. Donald 
Soper, head of the Methodist Churches of Great Britain, as praising the 
leaders of Soviet Russia. Dr. Soper, a Socialist and known pacifist, accepted 
an invitation of the Russian Orthodox Catholic Church to visit Soviet Russia. 
Upon return, he addressed a mass meeting in England, at which time he 
declared that Russia is no better and no worse than Americans, and added 
that every Christian should be a leftwinger. Dr. Soper, the head of the 
Methodist denomination of England, thus identifies himself with World 
Communism. 

ARTICLE 20 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES LEADERS REJECT 

SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 

Many American preachers, affiliated with the National Council and World 
Council of Churches, do not accept the evangelical doctrine of the second 
coming of Christ They don't believe He is coming back to bring in His 
kingdom, so they have commenced to set up the kingdom without the King. 
Some of these men, like Ferre, Oxnam and E. Stanley Jones, believe the 
Kingdom can be quickly realized through a socialist revolution: 

The headlines of the Chicago Tribune for August 26, 1954, when the 
World Council of Churches was meeting in a Chicago suburb, were: "World 
Council Churches splits over Christ's Coming Again." It seems that some 
of the European preachers attending the World Council fiasco, actually be- 
lieved in the fundamental doctrine of the second coming of Christ But, the 
American preachers did not accept the evangelical truth of the second coming. 
The American preachers believed the Kingdom of God would come in after 
some sort of a socialistic revolution. 
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ARTICLE 21 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES SEEKS TO 

MONOPOLIZE RADIO AND TELEVISION 

March 7, 1958, the Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National 
Council of Churches adopted a resolution advising "against the sale or pur- 
chase of time for religious broadcasts." It holds this practice to be incon- 
sistent with its own basis of operation . . . The commission, therefore, calls 
upon its constituents to exercise their influence to support this policy by 
discouraging this practice. 

There is nothing new in this resolution. It has long been the practice of 
the National Council and its predecessor, the Federal Council, falsely claiming 
to be the spokesmen for Protestantism in America, to seek to establish a 
monopoly on religious broadcasting in the United States. 

The National Council has met with much success in obtaining from the 
major radio and television networks free time to present their own modern- 
istic spokesmen, but they are not satisfied. To make their monopoly complete, 
they would deny the right of any minister, church or organization to purchase 
time, at commercial rates, to present the gospel. 

The theory is that, while it is acceptable for beer, liquor and tobacco 
interests to purchase time in which to demoralize our people, it should be 
impossible to buy time to preach the gospel of the saving grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! 

When our Lord was on this earth, it was the religious leaders who denied 
Him, and who sent Him to the cross. Likewise, today, it is many of our most 
prominent "religious" leaders— MIS-LEADERS— who are standing in the way 
of the gospel. 

ARTICLE 22 

COMMUNIST LEADERS CLAIM CREDIT FOR WORLD 

COUNCIL OF CHURCHES PROGRAM 

Religious News Service recently carried this news story from East Ger- 
many, which was a report made by Communist clergymen at a convention 
behind the Iron Curtain: "An attempt to link decisions of the World Council 
of Churches Second Assembly at Evanston, Illinois, last August with the 
Communist "peace front" were made at a conference of "progressive" church- 
men held in Leipzig, East Germany. The Conference issued an appeal to 
Christians and church groups in both East and West Germany to make "reso- 
lutions against rearmament adopted by the Evanston Assembly the basis of 
peace discussions at parish and synod levels." Dr. Josef Hromadka of Prague, 
prominent Czech theologian, and a delegate to the Evanston Assembly, was 
reported ... as having lauded the World Council at the Leipzig meeting 
for "condemning all crusades against the East propagated in the West by 
irresponsible war-mongers." 

Thus, our American denominations that financed the World Council 
meeting in Evanston, should feel right proud of themselves. The Commun- 
ists are telling the world that the World Council has officially adopted the 
Communist plan for world peace, and publicly slapped the Americans, who 
the Communists accuse of being "irresponsible war-mongers." 
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ARTICLE 23 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES PLANS WORLD CHURCH 

Dr. Liston Pope, dean of the Yale Divinity School, said in New Haven, 
Connecticut, that the time "is coming when the split between the Roman 
Catholic and Protestant branches of Christendom will have to be re-examined 
boldly and honestly." Dr. Pope, who along with the Czech Communist, 
Hromadka, is a member of the Central and Executive Committee of the World 
Council of Churches, advocated a union of all Protestant and Catholic 
Churches into one body. He said: "Unity in the churches can help bring 
enduring peace on earth among nations." He added, "that the feeling ot 
unity among all the churches (in both the communist and free states) is grow- 
ing rapidly now, and already is a powerful force in a divided world." Dr. 
Pope one of America's best known trainers of ministerial students, further- 
more declared that the division between the Catholics and Protestants is a 
"sin and . . . the Christian faith requires strong efforts toward unity." 

Thus we see the handwriting on the wall. The World Church is not far 
away. Already there are efforts being made by the World Council of Cht 
to unite all religions into one church. 

ARTICLE 24 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES EVANGELIST 
ASPIRES A WORLD CHURCH 

One of America's most famous preachers, Dr. E. Stanley Jones of the 
Methodist Church, world famous missionary, author and lecturer, spoke last 
January before the January assembly of the Council of Churches of Greater 
Houston. In this address Dr. Jones said: "Plans are under way for the for- 
mation of a federal union of American churches. A nation-wide gathering of 
denominational leaders is planned for 1956 and a year later a constitutional 
convention, in which the union of churches would actually be brought into 
existence." 



hi^^s 



ARTICLE 25 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES ATTACKS 

ANTI-COMMUNISTS 



Boston, 



The National Council of Churches had a convention in 1954 in Boston. 
One of the speakers at the National Council Convention was Roland H. Bain- 
ton, who trains ministerial students at Yale University. He told the conven- 
tion of clergymen that the United States has a greater enemy in the anti- 
communists, than in the communists themselves. In other words, the National 
Council of Churches does not consider Communism an enemy of America; 
instead, they consider those of us fighting Communism, an fenemy of America. 
His speech was greeted by a standing ovation from the clergymen attending 
the convention. 

ARTICLE 26 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES LEADERS SUPPORT 

ENTRANCE OF RED CHINA INTO UNITED NATIONS 

Dr. John A. MacKay, recent moderator of the General Assembly of the 
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Presbyterian Church, has gone on record as approving the recognition of the 
Communists of China in the U. N. Chambers Soeakine hof««. he 

200 Protestant leaders, January 16. 195? in NevTvor^ CUy on "hif?? ° f 
from Bangkok Dr. John A. MacKay, PresidenT o^ PriS eton TheoloS 
Seminary, one of the largest preacher-training schools in America tola Tnd 
former head of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A said- "No ™tt», 

men! ZJ^ °\ °? US "* ">»** aspCCts °< Communtn, the gov £ 
rnent now ,„ control of China deserves our recognition," and then he adde™- 
The Russians saw Christianity at its worst. While in China, Christianity- 
as exemplified by the missionary movement— is seen at its best. Many of 
the Chinese Communists have been educated and trained in our Christian 
schools and universities." buan 

So. again we see the handwriting on the wall. The Churchmen of 
America will now campaign for the recognition of Red China, the betrayal 

i^H 1 i md , ^ f , UrtheranCe of Communist aggression throughout 
the world, under the cloak of respectability. 

ARTICLE 27 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES AFFILIATE PUBLISHED 

AND ENDORSED A PACIFIST BOOK TO BE USED 

AS MATERIAL FOR SERMONS 

The head of the Methodist denomination. Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam 

PRUNWr H<!o e ^"• ^0dUCti ?, ,0 a nCW b °° k Ca " ed "PLOWSHARES AND 
WnSLrTf: a n ine t y -£our page book, published by the Crusade for 
World Order led by the Council of Bishops of the Methodist Church The 
book contains hree articles: "The Meaning of Peace" by Sockman "The 
United Nations" by Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, one of the officers of the WortS 
SEVf- ^ ^ f nd " Dlsarmament " °y Walter W. VanKirk an officer 

min?s«er a "The Zd° m^" k^""" 8 to ** ""* every Met ^Ts 
minister in the United States has been instructed to preach these three 
sermons, which mouth the socialist, pacifist line. 

ARTICLE 28 

LEADERS OF WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

PRAISE THE GODLESS U. N. 

In the above mentioned book, Dr. Walter VanKirk said: "There is under 
way ,n th.s country a movement to get the United States out of the Unifed 

h»vI 0, H and thC ^ nUed Nati0nS out of the United States. Powerful voces 
have been raised in the Senate of the United States to the effect that if 
actions are taken in the United Nations that are not to their liSng a can^ 

o P Sfnii be M Sh d t0 enC °T ge AmeriCan withdrawal'from tL wS 
Echrii ^ ,Sm ^genders its own peculiar form of isolationism. 
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ARTICLE 29 

NATIONAL COUNCIL LEADER ADVOCATES 

WORLD GOVERNMENT 

those T of\Tad^ Methodist publication attacks 

United Nations, is the same preacher h^.h ,mmed,a : e,y wi « hd ™ from the 
ing World Governme^r "on" F 2 ^ "l^^yS .^ ■«* 
address at the University of South,.™ Xv, • Van Kirk delivered an 

surest way ultimatel VacMwTm?to™T* 5 WWch "' Said: " The 
the United Nations A suplr worirendowpH "J" government is through 
and with sufficient police ^etot^l V th constituti °nal authority 
states may come some day ^HereTsa mJ ^^ °" S0VCreign na «» n 
National Council of Churches in thl Lt^c/. 3 " executlve offi «* of the 
ment, and his ideas are publi hed ffJ? £L States > P reachi ng world govem- 
denomination, the Method,^ Church ^ SToES^ A" i™*™'* ,arg€St 
Methodist in America is helping to sunLriih^- *^ L Every Gloving 
for world government, by supporting ^ne £ PuW,Cation of thjs P">Pagan 
, oy supporting the denominational apparatus. 



ARTICLE 30 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES DENOMINATION 

SAYS BIBLE IS FABLE 



nddL 



ChurchVs.r^ r^'s of the Presbyterian 

story of apostasy and shameless ^noSf One' exalt SCh °° 1 ""* a *** 
a text written by Hulda Niebuhr —The On \t ™ P le . anlon S m any concerns 
and purporting to cover thTwhnle rh7 ? L^' intended for teen-agers. 
through with fhe .2 suoUc Taj! \ E«l % rap,d . review ^ °nly the tale is shot 
propaganda slanted 7o promote thP t . ?* CnUC,Sm ° £ the Bib,e ' and ™th 
Councils of Churches socialistic aims of the National and World 

great^orT ^ZortlV^ "^^ "* many pages of «* Bible runs one 
Send e?en SZ or to? VSLlFX T^ ?' bi0graphy ' parable - 
stories about Elfjah- >£ T the ?!? 8 ' "* le| 5 ends are " cribed te " 
Elijah M 7h.™ n n. . ater yeare many le * end s were told al 

them Lft ■ people always ex Pected that he would come again to 



•awe, 
> tfaW 
ibo^P 
hol~ 



ARTICLE 31 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES FRIEND SAYS 

BIBLE IS VANISHING BOOK 

on thrL^rsTthlSr *?^ ChargCS ' '""" BibIe *- lost ^ ™* 
become one 5 L cuSmes oTTj" * ? 'n*"* before many years t0 
spake a "Thus saith the S" • . , Past The in sP««on of those who 

A** SSLff anS^rhen^dSe^n 1 " "** ^ *" that ° f *< 
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ARTICLE 32 » „ 

TRANSLATOR OF NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
BIBLE REPUDIATES INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE 

Frederick C. Eiselen, a Revised Standard Version translator, wrote: 
"Modern investigators . . . have marshalled too many facts to permit any 
longer the use of the Bible as an infallible guide in matters of service and his- 
torv The writers did the best of which they were capable under the in- 

tellectual limitations of the age in which they lived . (And) in matters of 
faith and conduct ... the student soon discovers difficulties. 

ARTICLE 33 

PRESIDENT OF NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
ATTACKS BIBLE 

Methodist Bishops G. Bromley Oxnam and William C. Martin (also the 
present President of the National-Federal Council) writing in a special 
Methodist booklet "reviewed by a Committee of The Council of Bishops, 
declared about the "verbal inspiration theory," "this is far from doing justice 
to our faith concerning the Bible or to the way the Bible itself shows us how 
God revealed Himself to man." 

Dr McGiffert announced: "We have learned, not to think of the Bible as 
the final and infallible authority and have come to see that there is no such 
authority and that we need none." 



ARTICLE 34 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES EVANGELISTS 
SAY COMMUNISM IS LIKE CHRISTIANITY 

E. Stanley Jones in his estimate of communism in the closing chapter of 
•The Choice Before Us," argues: "Nevertheless, Communism is essentially 
closer in spirit to Christianity than is Fascism, for it stands for principles 
that are interracial and international and bases life upon the essential worth 
of every man and would give every man equal opportunity." (p. 212). 



ARTICLE 35 

NATIONAL AND WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
FINANCE COMMUNISTS 

The Communists have arranged that the churches of the West pay for 
their activities in the World Council. According to the Financial Report of 
the World Council of Churches for 1952-53, and 1953-54, the churches in Iron 
Curtain countries which belong to the World Council have contributed noth- 
ing. In Hungary, the Reformed Church and the Lutheran Church are listed 
in the statistical report as contributing nothing. In Czechoslovakia, Poland, 
Rumania and Yugoslavia, the same is true. In the report of the finances for 
the Third World Congress on Faith and Order, held in Lund, Sweden, August 
15-29, 1952, the largest item is entitled, "Travel expenses, lodging, etc., for: 
Delegates," and this includes the delegates from the Iron Curtain countries. 
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Bishop Peter from Hungary also went to the meeting of the Central Com- 
mittee in India, in January of 1953. Of the $306,316.14 contributed to the 
World Council in 1952-53, $240,000 came from the United States; approxi- 
mately three-fourths has been American dollars. The churches, therefore, in 
the United States have made the major contribution for the expenses of the 
delegates from these Communist churches. * 

ARTICLE 36 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES MISSIONARY 
DETHRONES JESUS 

Cecil G. Fielder, a missionary out under the American (Northern) Baptist 
Convention, stated: "Jesus definitely disclaimed any intention of placing Him- 
self on a level with God the Father." 



ARTICLE 37 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES SPONSORS 
"UNITED GOD'S MEETING" 



* 



Before the tenth anniversary celebration of the United Nations opened 
in San Francisco, the San Francisco Council of Churches organized a United 
Festival of Faith, which was held in the San Francisco Cow Palace. 

Dr. C. Frederick Nolde, one of the officers of the World Council of 
Churches presided over this conglomerated religious affair. Even the Roman 
Catholics declined to cooperate. However, the Hindus, the Mohammedans, 
the Buddhists took their places, read from their sacred writings and then all 
simultaneously prayed to their own Gods. This festival of faith was held in 
conjunction with the tenth anniversary of the United Nations. The theme 
could well have been "United Gods!" The Secretary of State of the United 
States, John Foster Dulles, graced the occasion and delivered the address to 
the inter-religious conference. He quoted the scripture, "Not by might nor 
power, but by Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts." He said: "That sentiment is 
common to all our faiths. It can well guide us as we look to a future which 
contains greater hazard than any future men have ever faced, but which 
contains greater opportunity." For John Foster Dulles to quote that t< ~ 
from the Old Testament and say that it is common to all our faiths, the Hinjj 
the Buddhists, the Mohammedans, the Christian, reveals on his part a la 
of understanding as to what these religions, are, and particularly a lack of 
understanding as to what his own professed faith is. 
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ARTICLE 38 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES YOUTH LEADER 

SAYS JESUS IS NOT GOD 

Dr. Wesner Fallaw, speaking at the March 1944 annual meeting of the 
International Council of Religious Education (producers of the Revised Stand- 
ard Version), is quoted as saying: "We want youth to view Jesus as God's 
principal revelation of his nature. Jesus is not God, nor another God; nor 
yet the only revelation we have of God ... To my mind, one of the major 
foults with orthodoxy has always been the practice of confusing God with 
Jesus. We still have much to do in deleting from the prayers, hymns and 
certain textbooks used with children, evidences of Christ-worship." 
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ARTICLE 39 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES PROFESSOR 

REPUDIATES CHRIST AS CREATOR 

Dr. Edwin Ewart Aubrey, president of Crozer Seminary, asking if Jesus 
"is really God," replied, "To this one can but say that He is not the Creator 
who made heaven and earth, nor is He all of God." f 

ARTICLE 40 

TRANSLATOR OF NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

BIBLE SAYS JESUS IS LIAR 

Henry J Cadbury, one of the Revised Standard Version translators, 
politely called Christ a liar by saying: "He was given to overstatements . . . 
Waxing still more boldly in another book, he declared: "A psychology of 
God. if that is what Jesus was, is not available." Later he wrote: It is 
particularly dangerous to stress the terms of Jesus," and announce that God 
was "not in the foreground of Jesus' thinking, but in the background. 

ARTICLE 41 

PRESIDENT OF NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES SAYS 

"DEITY OF CHRIST" IS HEATHEN DOCUMENT 

Dr Francis J. McConnell, former president of the National-Federal 
Council of Churches and Methodist Bishop of the New York area, wrote: Is 
not this tendency to deify Jesus more heathen than Christian? Are we not 
most truly Christian when we cut loose from a heathen propensity and take 
Jesus simply for the character that He was and for the ideal that He is? 

ARTICLE 42 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES FRIEND 

SAYS JESUS MERE HUMAN 

Theology Professor Paul W. Schmiedel, writer of the article on Christ's 

resurrection in the Encyclopedia Biblica, wrote: "My religion does not 

require me to find in Jesus an absolutely perfect model, and it would not 

trouble me if I found another person who excelled Him, as indeed, in some 

respects, some have already done. Convinced as I am that He was human, 

if another should have more to offer me than He had, I should consider this 

simply another instance of God's bounty and favour." 

ARTICLE 43 

PRESIDENT OF NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

WONDERS IF THERE IS A GOD 

Dr. George A. Buttrick, another past president of the National-Federal 
Council, went so far as to wonder, "if God there be." 

ARTICLE 44 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES COLLEGE PRESIDENT 
REPUDIATES VIRGIN BIRTH 
Dr. Albert W. Palmer, long president of the Chicago Theological Semi- 
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' nary, wrote: "You may decide that the evidence for the virgin birth is so 
slender that it is imperative for you to think of Jesus as born like all the 
rest of us, of two human parents. Personally, I should welcome that con- 
clusion ..." ( 

ARTICLE 45 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES LEADER SAYS 

CHRIST NO MORE GOD THAN MOTHER 

Harry Emerson Fosdick, one of the world's best known modernist* 
infidels, has been unrelentless in his attacks upon Christ's deity. The author 
of a sermon called "The Peril of Worshipping Jesus," he wrote: "To say, 
therefore, that God was in Christ seems to me no theological puzzle at all. 
I think God was in my mother, the source of the loveliness that blessed us 
there!" In other words, Christ was no more God than was Mrs. Fosdick. 



t 



ARTICLE 46 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES PROFESSOR SAYS 
CHRIST NOT FOR THIS AGE 

Dr. J. W. Nixon* theology professor at Colgate-Rochester Divinity School, 
wrote: "We shall not bandy words about the finality of Christ . . . The 
field is open for anyone at any time to mean more to men than Jesus has 
meant ... He was the child of his people and his time." 

ARTICLE 47 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES TO BLAME 
FOR PEARL HARBOR 

Prior to World War n t the National Council of Churches, then called the 
Federal Council of Churches, made every effort imaginable and humanly 
possible to undermine our traditional preparedness program and to disarm 
our American boys, fresh out of college. This fact is brought home in the 
dynamic new book, 'The Untold Story of Douglas MacArthur" by Frg 
Hunt. Hunt refers to an incident that happened in Washington, D. C, i f 
spring of 1931, after General MacArthur had been Chief of Staff for^E 
months. The leaders of the Federal Council of Churches including Harry 
Emerson Fosdick, had circulated a questionnaire among 53,000 Protestant 
preachers, in which the clergymen were asked to sign a pledge that they 
would not bear arms to defend their country in event of war. It was this 
attitude on the part of the clergymen of America that kept the United States 
from arming properly. At Pearl Harbor, we were caught | off guard at the 
Japanese sneak attack. There is no doubt in my mind that the pacifism of 
the Federal Council of Churches is directly responsible for the thousands of 
boys who were killed in the beginning days of Warld War U. Our country 
was not ready for war. We were caught off guard. 

As Captain Edgar C. Bundy, formerly in United States Intelligence, now 
residing in Wheaton, Illinois, has said: "The Federal Council of Churches 
must bear a great share of the responsibility for the unpreparedness of the 
United States at the time of the Pearl Harbor attack, because of its con- 
sistent lobbytng through its Washington office, against proposed defense 
measures." 
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ARTICLE 48 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES TO BLAME 
FOR RACE RIOTS IN THE SOUTH 

The agitation that brought about the Supreme Court's decision and the 
ensuing race riots in progress in the South, was brought about by pressure 
groups such as the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. 
Senator Eastland said that the organizations supporting the war on segrega- 
tion "run from the blood red of the Communist Party to the almost equally 
red of the National Council of Churches of Christ, in the U. S. A." 

ARTICLE 49 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES TO BLAME FOR 
SOCIALIST TREND IN UNITED STATES TODAY 

An influential American, J. Howard Pew, Chairman of the Lay Commit- 
tee and former President of the Sun Oil Company, wrote an open letter to 
the National Council of Churches on December 15, 1955, in which he charged 
the Protestant leaders have become too deeply involved in political adventures 
and other acts which could have been termed akin to socialism and Com- 
munism. Mr. Pew charged the National Council of Churches policies turned 
out to be substantially the same of those of its predecessor organization, the 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ of America, which was listed by the 
Naval Intelligence Service as a Communist front. He cited examples of the 
leftist policies of the National Council of Churches. 

ARTICLE 50 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES HAS 
CORRUPTED THE CHURCH 

In the February, 1956, issue of Facts Forum, Admiral Ben Morrell, who 
for twenty-nine years served the United States Navy in a remarkable manner 
which merited him many honors including the Distinguished Service Medal, 
the Legion of Merit and who is accredited as being the Founder of the 
Seabees, has written an excellent article entitled "Of Bread and Circuses." 
In this article he says: "We urge people to go back to church; but there they 
frequently find that the very forces which have impaired our traditional 
beliefs have also affected the source of those beliefs, the church itself. The 
contemporary religious scene is in a state of confusion. Many of our prom- 
inent and articulate churchmen and some of our most influential church bodies 
have favored socialization of our national life and have urged that more 
power to be placed in the hands of the government." 

It is indeed most discouraging that the American people do not realize 
these facts that they have been misled by men who have posed as righteous 
and infallible spiritual leaders. The hope of the United States may well be 
a return to orthodoxy. We need a revival. People who are associated with 
the churches affiliated with the National and World Council of Churches 
should not hesitate to withdraw from those communions, and form independent 
orthodox churches in their communities. It is not disgraceful to be an 
independent testimony even in a home, in order to be true to the traditional 
theological doctrines of Protestantism and American principles. 
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